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1 Have told you in this Diſcourſe (len frlf 


Opinion that another believes to be founded on the ' Word 


and whatever Bock uſes it, we need trouble our ſelves 
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The Inventions 0 Men i ir 
the Worſhip of ( 60 P. 


My. F riends and Brethren, 


Printed, p. 170.) That no Man ought to take it 4 
ii that "zn0ther propoſes Reaſons againſt his O- „ 
nion; but to ſcoff at, or robile any Practice, or | 14 


of God, is not only ii Manners, but is of dangerous con- 
ſequence, being apt to breed bitterneſs and animoſities 
between the Parties. And therefore in all matters of 
Religion we ought to avoid-this manner of Treatment, 
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2 An Adnonition 
no ſurtber with it, for it certainly is written only to 


ferve a Party and not Truth. This Obſervation I take 
to be certain, and I defire that you would read 


Mr. Boyſes Remarks, and my Book together, and 

| treated with all the ſeriouſneſs and calmneſs of Spi- 
tender and value as the moſt (e1 3 

fing and Deriding Manner, is ſurely contrary to 

the Goſpel, I will not accuſe Mr. Boyſe, but only 

J hear that other Anſwers to my Book ate coming 

Men of tender Conſclences, I will with God's help 


c—c 
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Judge them by this Rule. The Worſhip of God is to 
Mankind beyond all other Concerns, and ought to be 
rit that becomes us, whilſt in the preſence of God: 
And for any one to treat that (aid tn d Men 
valu and{weighty 
Concern of their minds, in a Pafſiona Fro. 
| - Natural Modeſty, and to the reſpe& we owe to one 
| another; Much more to the Spirit and Meekneſs of | 
deſire you to read his Book ſeriouſly, and believe 
him as far as you find him free from theſe faults. 
out, and if I find in them that Spirit of Piety and Se- 
riouſneſs that becomes Chriſtiavs, more eſpecially | 


give chem a due Confideration 3 and if there be any 
thing material in Mr. Boyſe's Remarks,. which is not 
taken Notice of by them, it ſhall then likewiſe be 
conſidered : In the mean time what, think needful | 
to give you an Account of in this Admonirion, is, 
1. Firſt, The chief Motive that prevailed with le 
me to Publiſh my Book. Seconahy, That Mr. *Boy/e C 
has Granted. in effect, the chief things I pleaded tor | yt 
in it. Thirdly, That he is much miſtaken in thoſe vc 
Matters of Fact which he Charges on nie as Miſtakes. ra 
Fourthiy, That he has failed to prove the moſt Ma- | 
terial things that were jncumbent on an Anſwerer to C 
prove. If I give plain Inſtances Examples in m 
each of theſe, you may judge by them what to think re 
of the reſt of his BoubUb . 7055 m 
I. as to the firſt of theſe, namely, my deſias in pub- © 
#ſbing this Book 3 I have been now above three As m 
65 83 . gamohng 
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to the Diffenters, = 
amongſt you, and I have taken the beſt care I could 
to inform my ſelf of the State and Condition of this 
Dioceſs, and of every Pariſh therein. I have viſited 
each of them ſeveral times, and diſcourſed erſonally 
with many hundreds, and informed my ſelf particu- 
latly of the Cuſtoms, Manners, Tnclinations and 
Scruples of every fort and Perſuafion: I found to 
my great trouble much ignorance amongſt the poor 
People; inſomuch that of go, or more of the Dif. 
ſenters Communion, whom I perſonally diſcourſed, 
I did not find above Four Perſons that could give an 


Account af their Catechiſm, and only two that could 


repeat it, and 4 great many that could neither ſay 
the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, nor Ten Commandments + 
Of this I have many Witneſſes that were preſent at 
ſome of my Diſcourſes. I do not fay this ignorance 
was peculiar to Diſſenters, for too many conforma- 
ble Perſons were in the ſame Condition: This I look 
ed on with great Compaſſion and Concern, as it be- 
came me, and in order to remedy it, I took care to 
have Engliſh Schools kept in every Pariſh, according 
to Law, and obliged the School-mafter to teach the 
Catechiſm, and the Miniſters to Catechiſe in each 
Pariſh; and I farniſhed them with Catechiſms, which 
with God's Aſſiſtance has proved of good uſe to ſuch 
as are Conformable, near 200 of all Ages having ſince 
learned the Catechiſm, and preſented themſelves to be 
Confirmed ; I could not have the fame influence on 


you that differ from Me, and yet I hope my Endea- 


vours have not been uſeleſs to you, but have heip'd to 
raiſe an Emulation in you to inſtruct your Children. 

I found the great Obſtacle to your Learning your 
Catechiſm, was, the length and intricacy of it, inſo - 
much that generally ſpeaking, whoever could not 
read, muſt deſpair of getting it by Heart; this put 
me upon perſuading you to make uie of an eaſier 
Catechiſm not excluding your own if you had a 

mind to ut, R een 
Again 


An Adnonition. 

Again I obſerved that when F wrote my Book, 
there were only Nine Meeting - Houſes in the Dio- 
ceſs, and I think the Number is not increaſed ſince, 
and by the beſt Enquiry I could make among your 
ſelves and other People, I found that there were 
(taking one Meeting-Houſe and one Lord's-Day with 
another) not 300 at each Meeting. Now I under- 


ſtand that in this Dioceſs there are 30000 that pro- 


feſs themſelves of your perſuaſion, and on that ac- 
count abſent themſelves from Church. From which 
Computation I perceived that only 1 in 10 of them, 
or thereabouts went to Worſhip God any where on 
the Lords-Day : This I confeſs was a great grief to 
me, and however Mr. Boyſe may ſcoff at my concern, as 
he doth at it in other caſes, I ſhall not be aſhamed 
of it, but pray ot God to encreale it in me while 
ſuch occaſions remain, and direct me to Methods to 
remove them, I found that the Caſe was not much 
better with you before the Troubles than ſince; for 
tho' there were then ſome more Meeting-Houſes, 
than at preſent, yet I believe the Number of Peo- 
ple was near proportionable more alſo, I found the 
Senſe of Religion. much decayed amongſt you, by 


means of this ſmall number of your Mecting-Houſes, 


and many of you when I have preſſed you to Worſhip 
God ſomewhere, have anſwered me, That you could 
do it at home; and indeed I have found ſome that 
had not been at any Publick Worſhip in Seven Years, 
and it is not to be wondered at, when ſome of you are 
Fen Miles, ſome Twenty, from a Meeting-place. I 
caſt about in my mind how to remedy this, and in 
Order to it, enquired of many of you, why you did 
not frequent the Publick Church, ſince you had 
none elſe which you could conſtantly attend with 
your Families; I perceived that Three Objections 
eſpecially. had ſtuck with you formerly, Firſt, That 
our Miniſters were Popiſhly inclined. Secondly, 
That ſome of them were of ill Lives and Negligent, 
An 
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| And Thirdly, That our Service was only H 


my Book ſhould go no further than to Yo. 2nd 
iſtri 


124 ann 
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lnventions, and had no, particular Warrant from 
Scripture.;. The an eee of theſe I found, 
by God's Bleſſing, rut Megs removed at my 
coming among you, ſo that I cannot ſay that any 
one of you ever objected them to me. And as to 
the third, I particularly Examined, what things 
chey were, in our Ordinary Lord's Days-Service, 
which you taxed as Human Inventions, (for I only 
invited you to that Service) and which made you thi 

it mare juNifiable to ſtay at home than to come 
to our Churches, and I carefully marked, what you 
objetted, and put them in the Form that you now 


find them in this Bock; In which I deſign d nei- 


ther to ſnew Wit or Learning, but to Perce to you 
of my Dioceſe, and to you only, in ſuch a, plain Mey 
thod and Stile as might ſuit your Capacities, for 1 
think yon are not concerned in Books which you can- 
not under ſtand; I am ſure you cannot underſtand 
the Generality. of Controverſie Books, I conſin d my 
elf therefore to what I had ſeen and known to be 
your Opinions and Practice, and I was reſolved that 


therefore I Printed only a few, . Which 1 uted 
among? you, and took care that. not, one of them 
ſhould be Sold. 4 muft o. that the Book is Re- 


„printed in London, but this was altogether without 


my knowledge, and very much to my diſſatisfaction. 
But I cannot prevent the ill Arts of Tradeſmen for 
their gyn Gain. 2 YES: WOE Lis 
This was the Motive and Method ef my Book; 
2 whether they be agteeable to the Spirit of a 
riſtian Biſnop · who is concerned ſor the Service of 
God, and the good of the Souls under his Charge, 
or deſerve, the Treatment Mr. Boyſe has given me 


In his Remarks ( ſuppoſe I were miſtaken in ſome 


things, as I do not find I am) I muſt leave you to 


6 An Admonition 
II. I ſhall now proceed to the Second thing I pro- 
poſed in this Preface; which was, to 'fhew that 


Mr. Boyſe has granted the Principal things deſigned in 
uu Bok, and I hope that they may have ſomè infla- 


ence on you, to allow the ſame: The Things are 
ene ð 

1, He ons that Singing Pſalms in Proſe is Lawful, 
(p16. which I proved, Chap. 1. Seck. 1. N. 3. In 


2. That Reſponſes or Anſwering in the Praife of 
God, is Lawful (p. 16, & 29.) and he allows the Scri- 
n which I brought to prove them, in 
Chap. 1. 'Se#. 1. N. 4.  F hope therefore that upon 
Cunſideration of his Reaſons, if not of mine, you 
will allow the ſame that he does, and that theſe things 
will not give any ſuch Offence to you hereafter,” as 
they have done. 1 TH | 94d . 8 % ; : $35.01 1 
3. He doth not abſolutely condemn all Uſe of Mu- 
fical Inſtruments in the Praiſes of God, fo they be 
only for directing the People in the Tune of the 
Pſaſm they ſing (5. 30.) I therefore hope, that you 
have ſo much Reipe&'to Mr. Boyſe's Judgment, that 
hereafter the Organs Will not offend you ſo as to 
drive you from our Service,” © | * 
4 He aſſerts (5. 24. ) That none of the Noncon- 
formiſt Writers have condemn'd the Singing of Pſalms, 
as uſed in our Cathedrals by a Quire,” tho” he ſuppoſes 
it Unſcriptural, nor the Saying them in-Pariſh-Churct- 
es, by way of Reſponſes, and that only ſome weak 
and injudicious People have alledged ſuch Reaſons; 
for deſerting the Eſtabliſh'd Church, and that they 
are not to be reckon'd as Condemn'd by our Sayiour; 
in Mar. J. 7. for Commandments of Men; And'there- 
fore I hope in reſpect to his Judgment, you will la 
afide all ſuch Reaſons for .your Non-comphance wit 


the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, and retain no ill Opinion 
of us that do comply with theſe things. To gain 


which, I ſhall reckop q great ſtep, and worth thewri- 
uns 


& gn > 
- 


without Expoſition (p. 10. 8 95. ) and tnat the omiſ- 
N 2 


ram Po Y © Es Py GER S, « 4 ww FF 3: 63 oo... 


—— 


N — — — Bitten.” — 
; = — ne eo 
* — ” 


F 1 — 
- =- _— - 
— N a. OY — — — 
— —ͤ—— — ogperntyn 8 Thr I. Io ——— IONS 
- : : ” 2 = * — —— od 2g — — ma Hh L 2 —— 


2 - 
. 


— 


to the Diſſenters. | 7 
|: 


ting my Book, and ſhall be heartily glad to find, 


Mr. Bojſe yi js that it was only the weak amongſt 
you that ififiſt "Br CHAT ON 
s. He grants ( p. 9.) That God has no where ex 
prefly determin'd, whether we ſhall pray with, or 
without a Set Form; and that therefore both ways 
of Praying may be Lawful in General, tho' particu- 
lar Circumſtances may ſometimes render the one or 
the other niore Convenient, So that this Matter of 
praying with, or without a Set Form, according to 
im, is a Matter of Conveniency _ and to be deter- 
mined by Circumſtances; And therefore upon 
Mr. Bgyſe's Principles, ſince our Forms of Prayer can 


ſeem to you at worſt to be only Inconvenient 5 ſurely 


It is better to diſpenſe with an Inconveniency than to 
negiet all Publick Prayers. ue 
6, He grants (5. 31.) That in ſome particular 
Caſes, God did Recommend to the ers, a Form of 
Words in their Addreſſes to Him, and that not only to 
the People, but even to the Prieſts, and therefore 
Forms of Prayer are Warranted by Scripture, and are 
of Divine Original. From hence it follows, That 
God has not only in general Commanded us to pray 
to Him, but in particular Commands, both Prieſts 
and People to pray to him in Forms, tho He has nor 
forbidden other) Addreſſes on ſuch Occaſions, as I 


mentioned, Chap. 2. N. 2. Se. 9. 


7. He grants, that the People expreſid their Joyn- 
ing in the pudlick Prayers, in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 
by adding theit Amen ( as I have proved, Chap. 2. 
Seck. 1. N. 5.) And therefore I hope you will not 
only Approve of this in us, bur will likewiſe In- 


troduce it into your own Meetings. I | 
am ſure the Book Mr. Boyſe Quotes London Morn-. 
for this parpoſe, Adviles you to ng Exerciſe, 


it. 4 p. 65. 
8. He grants, that the Hdly Scripture may be read 


fon 


on theſe things. © 


ſion of reading an entire portion at once is a Deſeſt; 


and that in the Winter Quarter there is no Reading; 
in the North of Ireland (p. 92.) and owns that I may 
juſtly charge you with Falling Short of Reading ſo- 
much as the Directory recommends z and therefore 


F hope our not Explaining every Chapter, When ue. 
read it, will be no Obje&ion againſt our Setvice Fou 


may know we are oblig d every Eord's-day, to Explain- 
and Apply ſome Portion of Scripture in our Sermons ; 
ſo that Expoſition is not baniſh'd out of cur Church. 
9. He acknowledges, that Bodily Worſhip is Com- 
manded in Scripture (p. 105.) He calls Sitting at 
Prayers a Slothful Poſture, p. 3. and ſays he cannot 
excuſe it from Irreverence, and hopes that thoſe who 
have been guilty of it heretofore, will not perſiſt in- 
it without real Neceſſity. I hope therefore that you 
will take no Offence at our Service, or Abſtain from 


| It, becaufe Bodily Worſnip is required in it, or uſe 
any more that indecent Poſture of Sitting at Prayers. 


in your Meetings, when your own Advocate Con- 
demns it, 4 


10. He cannot condemn Kneeling at the Lord's 
Supper as unlawful (p. 122.) and grants that you 
Hught to ftand up at your Thankſpgivings and Bleſ- 


fing, before Receiving and after; and that he will 
not excuſe you if you do otherwiſe in it (b. 112.) 


And therefore as far as you are of his mind in this 


matter, you will have no reaſon to condemn us for 
Kneeling, as guilcy of Idolatry ; or wonder that we 
receive the Elements on our Knees, fince we receive 
them with Prayer and Thankſgiving, and continue 


whilſt we eat and drink, in the exerciſe of them, with 
the moſt earneſt Paſſion that our Minds are capable of. 


II. He agrees with me as to the Frequency of Ce- 


Jebrating the Lord's Supper (5. 13.) And owns it 


was one Conſtant part of the Chriftian Lord's: Days 
Worſhip in the Apoſtles time; And that he think: 
# paſt all doubt, that this was the Univerſal Practice 


of 
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| to rhe Differiters; 2H 
12 of the Chriſtian Church for ſeveral ſuceeeding Ages. [ 
g And therefore I hope you will endeavour to Reſtore 7 
* this Apoſtolick and Primitive Inſtitution to what it 
o- was, and confider how Unreconcileab:e your preſent. 
practice of Receiving is to this Inſtitution of Chriſt 
and Univerſal Practice. | * 
If theſe things be Univerſally Believed and Recei- 
ved amongſt you, I can ſee no reaſon why you ſhould. 
decline our Churches, at leaſt when you cannot go | | 
to your own Meetings, and hope you will not here. 3 
aſter go out when our Prayers begin, as if you were | 
in danger of being Polluted by them, or refuſe to a 
conform in the Bodily Expreſſions of Worſhip uſed 
at them, as I have ſometimes obſerved ſome of you - 
to do, who rather chuſe to ſtay than diſturb the Con- 1 
gregation, by goivg unſeaſonably away. If I could 
gain theſe Points of you, I ſhould think my Labours 
in my Book beſtow'd to a moft excellent purpoſe, and 
be content with Joy to endure a Thouſand more hard 
things than Mr, Boyſe has been pleaſed to ſay of me, 
who appears by his Book to be much a Stranger both 
to you and me, and to have intermeddled with us, 
before he underſtood either of our Practices, or Cir- 
cumſtances; and 1 hope by Gods help it ſhall not be 
in his power to make you conceive otherwiſe of my 
Sincere AﬀeRions and Concern for your Souls than 
I have profeſt, and ſnall always defire to maintain. 

III. I ſhall now proceed to the third thing I promt- 
ſed in this Admonition, and that is to ſhew you, That 
whereas there are ſeveral Matters of Fact which I 
affirm, and Mr. Boyſe denies the Miſtakes lye on his 

. fide, notwithſtanding he imputes them to me with 
| great Aſſurance, as Falſhoods, and aſſerts that I am 

" hardned in them: For the Proof of this, I need no 
more than to Appe?! to your own Conſciences; and 
I muſt tell you, that what I have Wrote was from 
Sight, Experience, or certain Information on the 


place, whereas he has his Account of things only at 
| | leconde 


ve ©. Q'N 
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10 An Adnonition ; y 
ſecond-hand, and produces no Vouchers, I will In- 
Nance in ſome of the principal matters of Fact whic 
he contradicts. | 
1. Firſt then, One of the Principal Matters of Fact 
in diſpute is, what I aſſert ( Chap. 3. Sect. 3. N. 2. 
bat in all the Meetings in the North of Ircland in a 
hole Tear, ferbaps there is not ſo much Scripture read, 
as in one Day in Our Chnrch, by the ſtricteſt enquiry I 
| could make. This he contradids with great vehe- 
| mence, and aſſerts (p. 93.) that there is nothing 
like Truth in the Afﬀertion; with a great many ill 
Words. You may obſerve that I expreſſed my ſelf 
doubtfully in this Caſe, with a perhaps it was ſo, but 
I affure you that I had no doubt of the Truth of it, 
only I was willing to ſay ſuch ungrateful Traths as 
ſoftly as I cold, that I might give the leſs offence 
to you. To make this appear, I will take Mr. Boyſe's 
own Computation, and allow that there are read in 
each of your Meetings every Lord's-day for 3 Quarters 
of the Year half a Chapter, tho' you know the caſe is 
not Univerſally ſo; for in ſome places in this Dioceſe - 
there has been no Lecturing in ſome of your Meet- 
ings, for two Years together; but allowing it to be 
as he ſays | 


Then in this Dioceſe there are Nine Meeting-pla- 
ces and Lectures in each, 39 Lord's-days in the Year, 
and half a Chapter read at each Lecture, which in all 
makes 175 and a half. } 

Now becauſe the Firſt of April was on a Lord's-day 
this Year, I will take ic and compute how many 
Chapters and Pſalms were read on that day in our 
Church, and you will fiad it thus : 

On the Firſt of April are read 8 Pſalms for the 
day, 2 before and between the Leſſons; That is the 
95, the 100, the 67, beſides che Song of the Bleſſed 
Virgin. $5 that in Pſalms were read that Day in eve- 
ry Pariſh-Church. Beſides theſe, are read 4 __ | . 
for Leſſons, and the Epiſtle and Goſpel make a large ſ 
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Chapter more. 
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ben (4; Falſhoods and Untruths to me, had not obli- 
ge 
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- then in every Pariſh-Church there are read 
Pſalms” and Chapters, tho*there be no Funeral, or 


Churching of Women, or other Occaſional Office, 
16, There are then 42 Congregations in this Dio- 


ceſe at preſent, in which the Offices of the Church 


are conſtantly perform'd; and if we Multiply 42 by 


16, it follows that there are read in this Dioceſe in 


one Lord's-Day, Chapters and Pfalms, 672, whereas 


allowing the utmoſt of Mr. Boyſe's Computation, 


there are read in the Meetings in this Dioceſe in a 


Tear, but 175 anda half. 


Let me obſerve, that the Meering-Houſes are 
more Numerous here than in my Neighbour Pio- 
ceſes in the North, there being, that I can learn 


only 4 in Rapho Dioceſe, in which, and in the other 
Dioceſes of the North, the Pariſh-Churthes are pro- 


portionally as many more than the Mectings, as they 


are in the Dioceſe of Derry: And from thence it 


follows that there is really four times more Scripture 


Read in Our Church jn the North in one Day, than in 
all the Meetings in the North in a 22 which is 2 
great deal more than what I aſſerted. | 
1 like this in my mind when I wrote my Book, 


I had a Com- 
and ſhould not have Publiſhed it, if theſe Remarks 


me to do it in my own Juſtification to the World 3 

r to you who know ſo well the Truth of it, it was 
needlefs. ' And we have this advantage by reading 
the ſame Chapters and Pſalms in — Church, 
that whatever Church a Man go to, ſo he be conſtant 
at any, he is ſure to find che Scriptures read on 


| od N which muſt needs contribute towards ma- 


ing him acquainted with the whole Body of the 
Scriptures.” © * , ; 
2. But then, Secondly, I charge you with caſt ing out 
the reading of the Word of God from moſt of your Publick 
Aſſemblies— Inſomuch that in mary of your Meetings, 
ſ-rting aſide a Verſe or two for @ Text or Quotation, — 


Pr 4 4 * 0 5 . 


" | An Admonition 
be diſcretion of the Tescher, the Voice of God is never 
55 58 3 amongſt. you. This Mr. Beſe cenſures 
dae 92% a a baretfac d Untruth: but your ſelyes 
all 
bulk t " = have proved. that Reading, the Scri 
ures, for the Inſtruttion of the People, is « Fubli 
2 or of God, Chap. 3., Sect. 55 ia tho” it is 
determined how, much ve. ought to read at a 
Lime, yet it ought to be ſo. Ordered, hat the dili- 
nt Hearers may in a competent time acquaint- 
with the whole Body of the Scripture; and. in 
is I -have the Concurrence of your Directory. "Now 
$$ Name but one Mecting in Jak 
v- bear here this has been 5 1 1. fe 
fome Ground to contra ut t 
TT far otherwiſe; you have. nt. is Order 
ding of the Holy Scriptures, not only cut f 
ol of many af. your: Meetings, but out of all of | 


as Bo. t. [AN x — NE? to your cles whether 
Any Wee en read one Portion of. Scrip- 


; 
bt was;enther deſigned far 4 Text, Pg 2 J 
bee rmon, or 4 Cuntation. 1 any, one pre- f 
'Y 


bf the e I muſt defre him to name the 
= og and Pl » Fit I (7 reprove ole Inſormem 

that, Mr. Bay ſe (p. 92. ) have ſo greatly i im- 
1 Pajed en me. GL the Time and Place be named P 
\ my. Aſſertion Fh true, and 1 4 — 1 ſenſe |} a 
than J expreſſed 19220 +1 heartily wiſh vou who are il 


3 Teaches, — Id, amend Fault, and I. ſhall then 0 
0 acknowledge hat>this parc of my Bock is E ee is 
1 Anſwer d, and of no further force againſt. ycu, * di 


Iet me tell you, that your compliance in this would te 
beget an honour and 3 — 0 l Th. le, for ad. ul 
ing the Scriptures. Publickly, which» is an Inſtitution 

of God, and ſatisſie the World that you have a greats on 
er value for the Word of God, than for your own tin 


ee. w no Impartial Conſiderer will as 
"OF No 
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ever believe whilſt you allow it no place in your 
Meetings, but when you cam have leiſure to bring 
in your own Expoſitions. And ſure it ſeems ſtrange 
that you can allow at leaſt an hour for a Sermon of 
your own Compoſing; and cannot allow ten minutes 
for the Word of God; which is the Truth of the 
Caſe, however Mr. Boyſe endeavours to palliate it. 

A third Matter of Fact denied by Mr, Boyſe, is, 
That' a Man may frequent your Meeting all his Life, 


and yet have ao ſecurity, or hardly p:ſſibility of Learn> ' 


ing from your Publick Teaching all rhe great Myſteries 
.of his Religion, This he cenſures (p. 83.) as 4 
groſs and ſhameleſs Accuſation, and ad vances it as a 
known Truth that the great Myſteries and Princi- 
ples of the Chriſtian Religion are nor ſeldomer 
taught in your Pulpits than in ours. Now to diſcover 
whether I deſerve the hard words which Mr. Byſe 
gives me on this account, I defire you to conſider. 

1. That the great Myſteries of our Religion, 
are the Conception, Birth, Paſſion, Reſurrection, Aſcen- 
ſoon, and final coming of our Saviour to judge the quick 


the dead, together, with the Doctrine or Trinity 


in whoſe Name we are Baptiſed, and the deſcent of the 
2. That we in our Church have a certain time a 
pointed us every Year for the Teaching each of theſe, 
and our Miniſters do profeſſedly handle each of them 
in their Diſcourſes on theſe times: So that erery 
one who deſireth to be informed concerning them 
is ſure at a certain time of the Year to have a fall 


' #hly Gboſt. 


diſcourſe, in every Pariſh, on each of them, in Order 


to the Explaining and Inculcating them, with the 
uſes and effects. eee * 
3. As to your Miniſters there lies no Oligation 


on them to go tnro' theſe Myſteries in any ſuch, 


time, nor indeed in their whole Lives. And where» 
as Mr. Byſe alledges (p. 8 3.) that The Dire on re- 
quires that Odin i the ſabject of the Miniſters Ser- 
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mon. ſhall be ſime Text of Scripture; bolding forth me 
principal or head of Religion. This Obligation is ta- 
) ken off by the following Words, which are theſe, 
\ or ſutable io ſome ſpecial gccaſion emergent, or he may 
1 | £0 on in ſome Chapter, Pſalm or Book. of the Scripture, 
8 as he ſhall thinþ fit. From whence, it is plain, that 
= I the Directory lays no Obligation on your Miniſters 
1 to handle profeſſedly any of theſe Myſteries, and 
wh that you have no Security, other than the Pleaſure - 
of your Miniſters, that you ſhall ever learn from 
their Publick Teaching all the Myſteries of your Re- 
ion. N 
But Fourthly, F ha ve examined, and put it to many 
of your Perſuaſion whether they ever heard any 
Miniſter of Yours that profeſſedly made a whole 
_ diſcourſe on the Trinity, Conception, Nativity, Re» | || # 
ſurreFion, or Aſcenſion of our Saviour, or on his ſend- 
7 ing down, the Holy Ghoft, and 1 do profeſs thar't 
never yet amongſt many met one Man that could 
ſatisſie me in this point, or aſſure me that his Mini- 
ſer had done it. Which ſhews how dangerous a 
matter it is to leave theſe things to Men's choiee. 
I heartily deſire you that Read this, to recollect your 
Memories, and- examine your own Conſciences, and 
ſay whether your Miniſters do onxe every Year 
handle proſeſiedly each of theſe Myfteries, as ours 
do, and if they do not, judge whether it be true that 
Mr. Boyſe aſſeris (p. 84.) That the peculiar Myſteries of 
. a the Chriſtian Religian are ſoa much more frequently incul. 
g cated in your Sermons, than 0urs, as has occaſion d ſome 
1 ö of you to veproach us, as Preaching little but Marality. | 
5 | | Theſe Lam ſure are the greateſt Myſteries peculiar 
0 | to the Chriſtian Religion, and they are profeſſedly 
* and indiſpenſably taught in our Church once every "T0 
Year: What ground can there then be to accuſe ua 
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e of teaching little but nt. | a 
13 . 5. As to Mr. Boyſe's excuſe for you in this behalf, 
1 That there it m2 S. riptural Rule or Example preſcribing. a 
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to 'Ordiriary Teachers the exact Order in which they ſhould 
eaplain' the Myſteries of Chriſtian Religion to the People: 
I. would defire you to obſerve that the Scripture 
obliges us to teach them all theſe, the whole Conncis 
-of God, and the ſame obliges us to 

do this and all other Religious per- 1 Cor. 14. 40. 
formances in Order, or according 10 6 FS 
an Order: There ought therefore to be in every 
Church an Order, whereby every Teacher may be 
obliged to Teach them all in a competent time, as 


* 


it is in our Church, and the Directory has manifeſtly 
_ failed in this, having made no ſuch Order, but left it 


to the diſcretion- ot every Miniſter, whether he will 
make any of theſe Myſteries his Subject in his whole 
Life, and ſome have been ſo indiſcreer as to Preach 


for half a Year, nay, a whole Year on the ſame Sub- 
ject. I have ſeen many Sermons Pituted by your 
Party, and 


yet do not remember above 2 or 3 on 
theſe moſt nece ſſary Subjecis; I am ſure they bear no 
manner of proportion to Ours. | 2 
A Fiſth matter of Fact deny d by Mr. Byſe, is, That 
hardly one in ten get your Catechiſm by hears, nor one 
in fue bundred retains it. On the contrary he affirms, 
1 $7. That he believes that if I make a more accurate. 
ryat, I ſhall find as mam of the Diſſenters Children that 


have gotten their Catechiſin by heart, as of others that 


haue done fo by the Church Catechiſm. I thick I have 
had an Opportunity to inform my ſelf of the Truth 
ot this matter ſo certainly, - that tis hardly poſſibſe 
for me to miſtake, and I will endeavour to make you 
ſenſible of the Truth of my Computation. 

Fieſt then, you know that you-who x<cfrain from 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, are here much more nume- 


rous than ſuch as are conformable, and have propor- 


tionably more Children; yet beſides Groun People, 
I have Confirmed near a Thouſand Children, all above 
Thirteen Years Old, in Three Years ſince I came to 


nis Dioceſe; many of theſe 1 hzye Enuminet perſo- 
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nally, and always found them perfect in their Cat 

chiſm, and thoſe that I did not examine likewiſe 
were ſo, as the Miniſters that preſented them aſſu- 
red me in the moſt ſolemn manner: and I was alſo 
informed by ſeveral of theſe ' Miniſters, and by the 
Schoolmafters, that moſt Children of Conformable 
Parents could likewiſe ſay it, tho* ſo young as not fit 
to be Confirmed, Now I defire you to produce me 
ſuch a number of your Children that can ſay yours, 


and I ſhall be very glad of it. 3 Os 
But Secondly, If you Took amongſt your own Chil- 
dten, perhaps you may find a pregnant Boy here or 
rhere that can ſay your Catechiſm entirely, but the 
FOO? ſeldom can go above a leaf or two in it: 
Tis a great matter to find a Boy that ean ſay it all; 
and the Schoolmaſters generally acknowledged to me, 
that the Children forgot one part of it before they 
could get another; and the beſt account they could 
give of the matter, was, that they were Learning 
it, and ſo the generality are like to be for ever. I 
have made ſo many Trials of this in a whole School 
at a time, that I can no longer doubr of the truth 


„ 


of it, and it would be very odd for me to think to 
impoſe upon you who know ſo well all theſe things, 
and whom I am deſirous to Prevail on and Inſtruct, 


= can hope to do it only by the Integrity of what 1 
7. | 1 ihe her mg. 


3. As to retaining it, I doubt whether any do it 


at all after 20. I tried hot only a whole School at one 
time, but the Schoolmaſter alſo, a Diſſenter that 


Taught it, in one of my Parochial Viſitations; and 


amongſt them all then preſent they could not give an 
Anſwer to that Queſtion in your Catechiſm, What is 
Faith in Feſus Chriſt 2 Which was _ firſt that came 
in my thoughts to ask them for a Trial, and of this, 
and ſeveral cther like Paſſages J have many Wit- 
neſſez. 0 1 - IT, 7 8 0 £ 
4. Whereas 
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es | 4. Whereas Mr. Byſe affirms (p. 85.) That there 

ſe 1, not one of theſe perſons in your | Congregations come to 

hs - gears of age, who is not once every Tear conflantly Inflru8. 

ſo el in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, and per- 
10  fonally examin d about his Knowledge of them. Pray 
le conſider a little ſeriouſly this matter of Fact; I leave . 
it it with you, and know what you muſt conclude, and 

Ie hope you will beſo juſt to your ſelves as to determine 
8, of what Credit this Author ought to be in his Rela- 
8 tions. I will not derogate ſrom your Miniſters La- 

iſ bour in Catechifing their People, but notwithſtand- 


ing their pains, there are ſome Thouſands of Men and 
Women in this Dicceſe that profeſs themſelves of 
your Communion, that were never Catechiſed by them, 
and many are altogether ignorant of the Myſteries 
of the Goſpel; inſomuch as not to be able (as I obſer- 
ved before) to ſay their Creed, the Lord's-Prayer, or 
the Ten Commandments, or to tell how many Per- 
ſons-are in the Godhead, or who they are, or who 
Redeemed them, of which this very day, in which I 
write this, afforded me Two Examples of grown Men, 
as indeed every. day almoſt doth to my great trouble. 
As to your Miniſters Examining, their way indeed may 
diſcover who has their Catechiſm, but is no way Fit- 
ted to teach thoſe that have it not, as ours doth, 
| Laſtly; I defire you to remember that there is no 
Rule in your Dire@ory that requires your Miniſters 
to Examine either Publickly or Privatei'y: So that 
your Miniſters performances in this point are volun- 
tary, which is a great Deſect: Whereas our Rules 
make Catechiſibpg a part of our Lord's day Service, 
and a Settled Ordinance in our Publick Aſſemblies, 
as it has ever been eſteemed in the Church of God, 
- I muſt tell you, that Mr. Boyſe, to excuſq is great 
Defect, puts me (p. 84.) on producing ſome Precept 
5 or Example ſrom Scripture, requiring our Reading or 
| Teaching a Summary of Principles in Publick, diſiznet 
from Holy Scripture. I am content to put it * 
| iſſue 
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18 An Adnonuion: 
iſſue, and deſire you to tern over your Bibles and 
compare 2 Tim, 1. 13. with Chap. 2. Verſe 2. and 5 
there you will find St. Paul commanding Timothy 4 
Hold faſt the Forin of Seund Words, which thou haſt F 
heard of me And the things thou haſt beard of me 
N among mary Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to Faithful 
Men, who: ſhall be able to Teach others. Here you find 
St. Paul delivered Timethy a Form of Sound Words 
publickly, and commanded him to commit the ſame p 
to others, who ſhould Teach the ſame, as St. Paul 
delivered it, that is, before many Witneſſes, or in 
the Face of the Church. I hope no good Man will 4 
ſeek a plainef Proof, for a thing that is ſo good and 
Commendable in ir ſelf, ſo Edifying to the Church 
and fo conſtantly Retained in it, till the Directory ; 
and your Practice left it out, which I heartily wiſh 
you may amend. | 
But Fifthly, The greateſt matier of Fact diſputed, ; 
and indeed of greateſt Importance, is, The frequency 
of the Celebration of the Lord's Supper among ft you. I 
took Notice, (Chap. 5. Sect. 3. N. 3.) That your 
Miniſters rarely preſs you to Communicate, that you. have 
few Sermons, or Dijcourſes 10 that purpoſe, and many of 
you condemn our Zeal for Endeauouring to reſtore the 
conſtant Communion precedented in Scripture 44 
did appeal to Jou whether it is not yes reckoned @ great 
thing among many of you, i, once in a Tear or two @ Com- 
munion be Celebrated in one of Tour Meetings, nay, it 
71 often omitted for ſeveral Tears togetber, and in ſome 
Places for ten or more. 255 
In Oppoſition to this Mr. Byſe affirms: (p. 136.) 
t. That it is Umwerſally uſual in every Meeting, | 
where an Ordained Miniſter is ſettled, to have the Lord s- 
Supper Adminiſtred conſtantly once a Tear, and twice in 
the larger Towns, | m1 23459 | 
2. That the generality of you Cas he is ofſured_) do 


=. : Communicate four or five tines a Tear. 9 
1 2 2 Be R 1 3. That . 
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3. That all of you have the Opportunity: of doing t. 10 
12, or 15 times a Tear,” if gon will take the Arantage 
of Receivins it at = as tis Adminiſtred within a few 
Miles of hour Reſpettiue Habitations. | 

4. That there is not one in ten, or rather in 20 or 2 


that: donot receive, except ſuch as are with-held for wa 


of competem hnowtedge, or 1be account of Scandal,” ' 


5: That thoſe who Communicate once, do in Ordinarily : 


on all fillowing Occaſion. | 

6. (P.134.) That the generality of your Mitniflers 
Adniinifter this Sacrament far ofiner than ihe geveraliry 
of the Conforming Clergy, ö; n Puten 
7. (P. 137.) That he dith not ſee with what Tulerubſe 


Juſtice Tcould upbraid you wit h your rare or 10 Cmmu nion. Y 


when the Members of your Meetings do generally commm 
cate much fi ner than ibe Members of the Pariſh-Churdhes. 
* Laſtly, (p. 134.) That: too many ee Ser, 
and Swine are admitted in ibe Pariſp· C hbur ele. 
Theſe are a few of thoſe things he aſſerts on this 
head; and gives me many Hard words for ufferting 
the contrary: But it will be no difficult matter for 
You to judge who is in the right. I have (as I be- 
lieve "twill be owned } as good Opportunity of in- 


forming my ſelf in theſe matters as any one can have; 


and have been as diligent in my Enquiries in my 
Progreſſes thro” the ſeveral Pariſhes, and on all oc- 
caſi ons as I could; and J have had the following Ac. 
count returned me from many hands, and am fatiſ- 


fied there can he no very great miſtake in it. 


. That in the laſt Sevey Years the Lords Suppet 
has been Celebrated amongſt vou... 
N. Joni * 144153 Hoſhi a 61, 


In Londonderry twice 2 
In hnder mat once 17“: 
At Ballinaret once. — rr 

At Ballikelli once üñüñũéköUkE 


r 
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So in the Eſtabliſhed Church rhe Holy Sacrament has 
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At Ardſtra once ⁊æÄꝓ;́;1 1 | 
At Ahbadony once — ———T 


—— — 


In all 9 times. 


80 that in this whole Dioceſe it has been Celebrated 
by you but about 9 times in 7 Years, ſome of which 


being times of Affliction, required a more frequent 


Celebration of this Comfortable Sacrament than or- 
2. 5 each of theſe we will ſuppoſe there have 


Received one with another about 400, tho my In- 


formations allow not ſo many, ſo that in 7 Tears 
there may be computed to have Received 3600 in 
this Dioceſe. 14 

3. In the Eſtabliſned Church, ſince I came to the 


Dioceſe, which is about 3 Years and 2 Months, the 


Lord's-Supper has been Adminiſtred ; 
In the Cathedral, about —- - 43 times. 
In the Pariſh-Churches for IC Tz 
ficſt Year, about — — 79 
For the Second Year, about — 103 
For the Third Tear, about —.162 


— — 


In all 386 times. 


been Adminiſtred in this Dioceſe in 3 Tears and 2 
Months, about 386 times; that is about 43 times for 


once you have hid it in your Meetings in near Seven 


Tears. ; 5 * 1 | 
4. As to the Number of Communicants in the 
Eſtabliſned Church, I cannot give an Exact Com- 
putation; but as to the Cithedral; where I have, 
for the moſt part, Oficiated my ſelf, I can give this 
Account. 55 | n 
At 4 Eaſter Sacraments, one with : "OS 
another, above 200. In all, . 
| | At 
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| At 3 Chriſtmas Sacraments, and g's : 20:11n3uqang 
vi  Witt-Sundays, one with ano- C0 bs 
ther, above 100 at a time, 11041 
At 33 Monthly Sacraments, one:? & 
with another een 25414? T1650) nme 
Ii 200034 EG 2 15376 In all 30 5: 1 3112 
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From which it is manifeſt, that near as many have 
Received iu one Pariſn in this Dioceſe in about three 
Years time, as with you in the whole Dioreſe in twice 
that time; uotwithſtanding the numerouſneſs of choſe 
that are of your Profeſſion... b WA 38112 271] 
5. As to the larger Towns, I can call only 3 ſuch 
in this part of the Country, that is, Londonderry, and 
Strabme in this Dioceſe, and Colerain on the Border 
of it. Now as to Londonderry, it has liad this Sacra- 
ment Adminiſtred but twice in it in 6 or 7 Tears; 
and Calerain but once in that time; and as to Stra- 
bane, tho it, as well as the other had a ſettled Mini- 
ſter in it before, and ſome time ſince the Troubles, 
2 Lam informed from gcod hands that in 26 Tears, 
aft paſt; the Lord's · Supper has been Admĩniſtred but 
twice in it; And I have the more reaſon to believe 
this, becaule your Sacraments are Adminiſtred with ſo 
great à concourſe of Spectators and Hearers,' beſides 
thoſe that Receive, that they can hardly eſcape Ob- 
ſervation 3 which would have been reckoned a Profa- 
nation of this Holy Myſtery in the Primitive times; 
and is in earneſt an abuſe brought in by Popery. 

6. If it be true what he affirms with aſſurance, 
that the generality of you communicate 4 or 3 times 
in a Lear, it will clearly follow, That not much a- 
bove a hundred diſtintt Perſons in all have Commu- 
nicated in this Dioceſe theſe laſt ſeven Years. For 4 
times 7 make 28. and 3600 (the number of your Com- 
municants in 7 Years) divided by 28, gives about 128, 
the Number of the diſtinct Perſons that have Com- 
m inicated amongſt you in 7 8 according _ his 
: 6313 M- 
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Computation; but this can by no means be trac, 
-— he is certainly Miſ-informed in this par- 
ticular. | . 
7. We will allow then, that every diſtinct perſon 
Communicated but 5 times in theſe 7 Tears, and 
then there Communicated C4 diſtinct Perſons in 
that time: From which it clearly follows, that not 
one in twenty of you Communicate at all, there be · 
ing above 130co of your Perſuaſion in the Dioceſe 
of com petent Age for the Communion, 
And this makes his Miſtake manifeſt in his aſſert- 
ing that Not one in ten, rather in 20 or 30, but Com- 
municate, except ſuch as are wiib- held for want of com- 
petent knowledge, or on account of ſcandal. * This is a 
great Reflection on you, and. far from the matter of 
Fact, viz. that 19 in 20 of your Perſcafion ſhould be 
with-held from the Communion on one of theſe tuo 


Accounts. I hope there are not near ſo many 


amongſt you that are either Scandalous, - or groſly 
ignorant, for tho* I believe one in 500 of you do 
not retain the Aſſemblies Catechitm, fo as either to 
Repeat or give an Account of it, yet I am far from 
thinking all ſuch want competent knowledge of the 
Sacrament; ſor which a very little knowledge (at 
leaſt of many things contained in your Catechiſm) 
I believe is ſufficient, with a Holy Heart and inoffen- 
ſive Converſation: And God forbid all the reſt of 
that great Number who do not Receive, ſnould be 
Scandalous; otherwiſe than as they are ſo by not 
Receiving. 1 5 = 

1. As to his Aﬀirming That all you have the Oppor- 
tunities of 'Communicating Ten, Twelve or Fifteen times 
in the Tear if you will tabe the Advantage of Keceiving 
it as often as "tis Auminiſtred within a few Miles of 
your Keſpective Habitations. The Miſtake of this 
Evidentiy appeais from the former Computation 5 
and will further appear if you conſider that there 
are but 9 Meetings in this Dioceſe, which has ay: 
ST 4 greas 
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8 proportion to the Pariſn- Churches as any in 
7 


he. North. Now let us ſuppole the Lord's- Supper 
Celebrated in each of theſe once in the Year; and 
ſuppoſe likewiſe each Communicant came to each 
Communion ; Yet even ſo he could have but g times 
an Opportunity in a Year, and muſt Travel Forty 
Miles tor a Sacrament: And this whole Dioceſe may 
as conveniently Communicate 12 or 14 times in the 
Year at the Cathedral of Derry, as at any of your 
Mecting-Houſes. .  _ | 
9. As to the Practice of Diſſenters elſewhere, I 
am not much concerned in it; having Addreſſed my 
ſelf only to you of my Dioceſe, but you may conclude 
the Probability of what he ſays concerning them, 
from the account he gives of your own Practice in 
this point, if it be true which he Affirms (p. 135. 


That 46 to the Meetings in England and the South of 


Ireland, where Paſtors are Settled, the moſt of them 
conſtantly Celebrate the Lord s- Supper once a Month, 
others once in Six Weeks or Two Months, and a few once 
every Lord a. day. Their Practice is much alter'd from 
what it was formerly; for when the Churches were 
in their hands, it was quite otherwiſe ; St. Warburgh's 
was a Confiderable'Pariſh in the heart of Dublin, and 
was ſupplied by Conſiderable Men conftantly as to 
Preaching 3 but from the Year 1650, when Doctor 
Sibalds their Epiſcopal Miziſter dyed, till the Year 
1662, that is for near 12 Tears, the Lord's Supper 
was not Adminiſtred in it at all; as appears, ſuffi- 
ciently from the Veſtry-Books, and the Teſtimony 
of ſeveral Surviving Inhabitants, from whom I had 
the Information, haviog been Miniſter there my ſelt 
Ten Years; and I have heard the like of ſome other 


Churches in Dublin at that time. I find the ſame 


obſerved concerning the whole Univerſity of Oxford, 
from the time the Epiſcopal Miniſters were Ejected 
Aug. 1648, till they were Reſtor'd again Anno 1560, 


being 12 Years, Antiquit. Oxon. Aud I haye had an 


Oppor- 
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ö opportunity to enquire concerning the Diſſenters 


Practice in Waterford before the Troubles; and am 
told, that they did not Communicate above” once 
in the Year, it ſo often: Mr. Boſe had need 'there- 
fore to, produce good Vouchers for his Aﬀertion, or 
we muſt reckon it in the ſame Rank with his Account 
of what is done amongſt oͥu . 
10. As to his Aſſerting that many profligate Sinneyr 
and Swine are admitted in the Pariſn · Churches; and 
(P. 137.) that the Pariſn-Miniſters take no ſuch 
pains with the People as yours: I ſhall only offer 
theſe things; Firſt, If one ſuch be admitted, it is 


too many; but we ought to, be very Charitable in 


that point; and 'tis better to admit Ten who Ear- 
neſtly deſire the Sacrament, and Receive it with Ap» 

earing Devotion and Reverence, tho' their Hearts 

e ſalſe, than exclude one that is intitled to it. Se- 
condly, Compariſors are odious, yet I dare Appeal 
to your ſelves who differ from us, whether, general. 
ly Speaking, the Conformable People, who Receive 
the Sacrament are not as Juſt, as-Charitable, as So- 
ber, as Senſible of their Duty to God and to their 
Neighbours, as your ſelyes; and whether you dare 
not Truſt them in Mat ers of Horeſty and Truth as 


far as you dare truſt one another: my Office gives 


me ſome Advantage towards knowing theſe things, 
and upon the Stricteſt Enquiry, I muſt Profeſs that I 
neither know nor hear of any ſuch come to the Holy 
Table: and truly the Devotion with which th: y ge- 
ne rally come is ſo great, and ſeems fo Unaffected, 
that 1 muſt profeſs my ſelf greatly Edifyed by it: 
And it appears to me that the Innocency of their 
Lives is anſwerable; and therefore Mr. Foyſe has in 


this been very Uncharitable and Unjuſt to the Con- 


formable Perſons amongſt us, and except he can In- 
ſtance ſome of theſe profligate Sinners and Swine ad- 
mitted to the Sacrament, he can never acquit him- 
ſelf to them; nor to ſo conſiderable a Body wel 

| whole 
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hole Church, on which he has caſt a Reflection. 
As to the Clergy, if their Pains may; be Eſtimated 
by the Fruits of Mercy, Juſtice and Truth amonęſt 
their Peop'e,” and if their People's often Offering 
themſelves to come to the Lord: Supper be any Teſt, 
they ſure'y are not behind your Miniſters. © Their 
Publick Labours are as great as any Examples of 
Scripture or Antiquity recommend to us, and more 
would only weary the People: and as to Private 
Diligence, reckon when you will, and you'lt-find 
them as often at Sick-Beds, and in Private Viſits to 
their People, and that they as often Inſtruct, Re- 
prove, Adviſe and Admoniſh, as yours do you. I 
will not puſh this any further, or Concur with the 
' Obſervation of thoſe who pretend to aſſure us, that 
Enmity to the Eſtabliſned Religion, and Immorali- 
ties, are gotten on one ſide in too many Inſtances; 
only of this I would put you in mind, That whoever 
refuſes to Communicate with a Church in Prayers or 
Sacraments, by reaſon of the Corruption of its Mem- 
bers or Diſcipline, ought to be well aſſured of their 

own Holineſs and Strictneſs of Walking. THT: -. 
11. Whereas he Alledges ( b. 134-4 that your Mi- 
niſters preſs the Receivirg the Lord's Supper more 
than the Conformable Clergy; and reckons my ſay- 
ing, That your Miniſters rarely preſs the People zo 
Communion, and that you have few Sermons or L iſ- 
courſes to that purpoſe, a grourdleſs Accuſation, deny- 
Ing the Truth of it: I doubt not but there are ſome 
of your Party have written on this Subject profeſſed- 
ly, but I have ſeen few of them, neither do | believe 
hem to be in any proportion comparable to the num- 
ber of ours, of which I have near 80 by me; and as 
to your Sermons and Liſcourſes, if they preſs the 
Receiving of it oftner than it is preſt by us, your 
Miniſters are very unſucceſsful in their Exhortations, 
ft by the effects, that ſo few are pre- 


pailed on by them; I am rather apt to believe nom 
* | they 
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they have not yet made it ſo much their Bufineſs as 
they ought; or at leaſt that they have not taken the 
- right means to perſuade! their Hearers: By the ac- 
count I have had of their Sermons, they rather tend 
to deter poor weak Creatures than encourage them, 
by Magnifying the difficulty and danger of the Un- 
dertaking. 2 3 r 

And tho? Mr. Boyſe affirms in your Names (p. 137.) 
that you know not one Inſtance of 4 Perſon counted 
truly Religious amongſt you, that lives to Thirty or 
Forty Tears without Receiving, yet I cannot believe 
that you will conſent to: this; ſince there are in truth 
ſo many Inſtance of that kind among you, and I 
could, if I thought fit, name a reputed Profeſſor, and 
a great Stickler in your Cauſe, who is of that Age, 
and not only never Received, but diſputes for ir, and 
- blames our Preſſing it, as I have met with many who 
do ſo too. In ſhort, I know many Profeſſors that 
neither ſeem ill Men, as to their Lives, nor groſly 
ignorant, in the ſame Circumſtances, and their Con- 
verſation has infected ſome of our own, 

To conclude, It were as eaſie to ſhew that Mr. Boyſe 
is as much miftaken in every matter of Fact, where- 
in he hath charged me with Falſhood, as in theſe; 
but the deſigned ſhortnels of this Admonition, will 
not give me leave to purſue them: , Theſe are cers 
tainly ſufficient to ſhew the Credit he deſerves in his 
other Aſſertions. | | | 
Let me further put you in mind that I am: your 
Biſhop, and believe my ſclf Obliged to inſpect aud 

enquire into your Practices, and reprove you where 
1 perceive or believe you to be Miſ-lead: And I ve- 
rily hope by your having had your Sacraments oftner 
laſt Year than formerly, that my Publick Diſcourtes 
in every Pariſh did contribute to awaken you towards 
it, of which I am heartily glad; but Mr. Boyſe has 
nothing to do with you or me; and as he interpoſes 
himſelf without any Call or Reaſon, ſo he * 
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elther without any, or on very partial information; 
I knew theſe things before, bur I never deſigned 
to Publiſn them, as fooking on them to be apt to 
give Offence, but if you will look: over Mr. Boyſe's 
Book, you will be convinced that there is now à ne- 
ceſſity on me to lay them open in my own Juſtifica- 
tion, and T hope there may be ſomething of provi- 
dence in it, ſince it may be a means to open your 
Eyes, and let you ſee that your Practice in Worſhip- 
ping Cod has been ſuch, as your very Advocate dares 
not undertake to defend it, but-denies the moſt plain 
Matters of Fact, and that your: Miniſters have not 
been fo diligent to warn you of theſe Omiſſions as 
might have been expected from them. If they had 
been as earcful to keep you to the Scripture Rules 
and Chriſt's Inſtitutions, as they have been ſtudious 
to gain and keep you from joining vith. us, you had 
not lain un der the preſent Otñjections, which I fear 


| muſt prove Scandalous to all that profeſs Chriſtia- 


nity. __ 1 9% ddt. 
| [ thought here to have Coneluded what I intended 
to ſay at this time concerningoMru:8oyſe's Remarks; 
but I find it may be conveniect further: to add ſome 
few Obſervations concerning the Method Mr. BH 
has taken to defeat the Deu of my Book, and to 
hinder you from joining with us in our Ordiraty! 
Lord a- day Worſhip, by the new Rules and Exceptions 
he lays down; and by what he objects, particulat ly 


concerning Our uſe of the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm + 


which he would have you believe that I omitted, be- 
cauſe I was not able to defend it. 

Before I proceed to theſe, 1 deſite you to con 
ſider, that it was incumbent on one that would de- 
fend your Cauſe againſt my Book To. tave juſtified- 


your way of Worſhip, by ſheming thas your. manner of 


perſorming the ſeveral parts. of it, as diſtinguiſht from 
ours, is warranted h/ Scriprure-Precept, or Precedent, or. 
by dire conjequence: from theme. For there ap- 
*. a pears 
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pears no reaſon for een front, 
our Worſhip, except your own be more expreſly 
warranted by the Word of God. But inſtead of un- 
dertakiog this Task, Mr. Boyſe argues againſt it, and 
condemus the Rule as common only with wild Secla- 
ies ( ſuch; he calls the Quakers, p 7.) But as ſtriet 
as the Rule appears, I have juſtified all the particu- 
lar ways of Worſhip to which I invited you, by it. 


And it Mr. Beyſe could have done the ſame for yours, 


he needed not have declined the Rule. But he ſeemg 
conſcious that your ways of Worſhip- are not defenfi- 
ble on this principle: And therefore be endeavours 
tg furniſh you with other Principles ſor your own 
defence, and other Objections againſt. your joining 
m our Worſhip,” viz. F if 14.07 117338 03.34 
I. He gives you another Rule fer the ordering of 
God's Service. THY, I bak 155% 07 
II. He endeavours to perſuade you that the great - 
eſt Exception you have againſt joining with us, is not 
the matter of Worſhip, ". pt 
III. And Thirdiy, He alledges that 1 have omitted 
to handle that part of Worſhip, againſt which you 
have'greateſt Exceplion, and that, becauſe I could not 
I 'defire you to conſider a little with me what he 
ſays on each of theſe Heads? 111 
J. And Firſt; As to his new Rule of Worſhip, you 
will find it, p. . in theſe Words, Modes and Circum- 
Hances of Divine Worſhip= tho neceſſary in general by 
divine Preceprs, get are left in particular to be determi- 
ned by Humane Prudence. For tho" God has commanded 
Publick Prayers, Praiſes, Hearing, Celebration of the 
Lord's-Supper, Cc. het what time or place we ſhall 
Aſemble in, in what Order theſe parts of Worſhip ſhall 
be performed, What particular devout poſture we ſhalt 
uſe, a nong ſer eral equally expreſſive of our Religious 
Reverence : What 'Tranſlatien of tbe Bible, or Verſa of 


#he-Pſalns we ſha'} chooſe ; What portion of i | 
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ſhall be read, enplainedz or apphjed 3 "What Utenſils (ha 


be:employed in the Celebration of the Sactaments, and 4 
Multitude of ſuch Circumſtancet, and Ades of that hind. 


are left to Human Determination; only therein the ge- 


neral Rules of Scripture muſt be regarded. And of this 
he gives an Example or two, p. 9. God hat command- 
ed us to pray, but he has no where expreſly determin d 


whether we ' ſhall praq with or without u Set Form of 
Words 3: both ways" of Praying therefore may bs Lawful. 


The Confequence from which, is, That Humane Pru- 
dence muſt determine which'way'is to be uſe. 
This is Mr. Boyſe's great Rule, which he takes for 


granted; and allows it is only by it that your way of 


praiſing God, Praying to him, Reading the Scri- 
ptures, Sitting at your Prayers, and omitting the 
conſtant ordinary Celebration of the Lord's Supper, 


can be juſtified. | 1 RAD 
I deſire you to obſerve the Rule well, and to com- 


it with your former Opinions in this point; 


and reſolve whether you would have eaſily accepted 


ſuch à Rule fromme. T3. 
: T defire- you further to obſerve, That though dur 


way of Ordinary Worſhip needs not this Rule to ju- 


ſtiſie it, as I have ſhewed'in my Book; yet this Rule 
fully doth it, in all the parts mentioned in my Book: 


And 1 do not find Mr. Boyſe denies it; or that he 


condemns any one as abſolute ly unlawful, in our Or- 
dinary \Lords-dzy Worſhip, And indeed it juſtifies not 
only our Ordinary Worſhip, but many ather things 
that I did not touch. ' For, teig T 17% 
Firſt, It the determination of Time for Publick 
Worſhip be left to Humans Prudence, you can have no 


exception againſt our Holy: Days, as unlawful. for 


uwe have in them uſed 'our Prudence, to determine 
that God hill be in a particular manner thanked 
and praiſed on certain Set times; for the Birth, 
Conception, Paffion';" ReſurreRtion of our Savi- 
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; 2dly, If the determination of -Utenſils for the Sa- 

3 1 craments be left to Humane Prudence, our Fonts, Com- 
RY munion-Table, Rails, c. are fully warranted. + 
34%½, If we may by our own Prudence determine all 
circumſtances of Worſhip, our Habits are a cincum- 
ſtance, and therefore capable of being lawfully de- 
-3 1 termined. N nene ; FF WS 
* A 4thly, If the determination of Place where we will 
1 perform Divine Worſhip, be left to our own Pru- 
2 [t | dente, I do not ſee how you can blame us for de- 
nn; termining that the Ordinary Prayers ſhall be offered 
ws in the Desk, the Sermon made in the Pulpit, and the 
vt Communion-Service perfurm'd at the Lord's-Table ; 
8 Eſpecially ſince we have declared that there is no 
peculiar Holineſs, or efficacy in any of theſe, and 


TH | that they are appointed merely for Order, Decency, 
8 and Fdification. TAL US 1111 
* Now tho ] had reaſon to ſuſpetct that you would 
1 | never have received ſuch a Principle from me, yet ſince 
3 your Advocate has laid it down, and your Worſhip: 


is confeſſedly indefenſible without it, I may exvett: 
that you will think your ſelves obliged to ſtand by it: 
and that you will not judge of your own Worſhip by 
one Rule, and of ours by another. d 
But further, fince the determination of theſe things 
according to Mr. Boyſe, is left to Human Prudence, it is 
moſt reaſonable that great caution and care ſhould be 
uſed in determining theſe Modes, left undetermined 

by the Scripture; and that it ſhould not be truſted 
with every private Man; but be referred to the 
Wiſdom of the Church and Kingdom; and therefore 
what the Clergy by their Repreſentatives in Convo- 
cation, and the Laity by their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, have determined as prudent concerning 
theſe Modes, methinks ſhould ſtand againſt all pri- 
vate judgments; which in matters of meer Prudence 

- ovght to ſubmit to the general Wiſdom. - Eſpecially 

when what has been ſo determined, has been * 
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ed by lorg Cuſtom, and the univerſal Conſent of the 
Churches of God for many Ages. Theieore yo 
muſt not hereafter on this Principle ask any Prov 
from Scripture for any thirg in our Worſh p, but 
you m ſt prove it expreſly forbidden there, or elſe 
Jou mu!t conform to it, 4s being determined by 
Human Prudence: Which in this cate, by Mr. 8oyſe's 
Rate is ſufficient. n 
I hape by this time you ce that it was not intereſt 
or defign to ſerve a Party that made me omit this 
Aue, ſince I might have made ſo much uſe of ir. 
B t to deal ingenioufly with you, I could not approve 
of it in the Latitude Mr. 80% propoſes it; and I 
thouht my ſelf obliged not to propoſe any thing to 
you that I did not approve my ſclt. For I can by 
no mean: allow that God has left the determination 
of Dime, Plate, Order, Circumſtances, Poſtures, and 
UVeenfils; in all Caſs, to Human Prudence. He has not 
only given us general Rules to praiſe him, pray 
to him, hear his Word; to Worſhip him with our 
Bodi. s, and to receive his Supper, but he has likc- 
wiſe given us many particular Rules and Examples 
concerning each of theſe, to which, if we diligently 
attend and mind the conſequences of them, and ap- 
ply them to like Cafes, we may have ſuffu ient Di- 
re ctiors from Scripture. to order our Worlbip, with - 
out having recourſe to Human Prudence, which is a 
very urcertain and infallible Rule in the-Worſhip of 


AD, God. ' 


1 have collected many of theſe rticular directions 


and examples in my Book, and ſhewed our Worſhip 


to be Juſtifiable by the ſtrict Letter of them; and 
ſure tis a great preſumption to lay afide theſe par- 


_ ticular Directions and Examples, and to ſ. bſtitute 
others in their ſtead, becauſe our own Prudence judg- 


ts them more for Edification. It is not eaſie for us 
to agree in the determinations of Human Prudence; 
bur we may eaſily agree in a * particular dire cti: 
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on of Scripture. Thus God has determined à tu 
Day for our Oydinary Norſhip; and you ſee we have no 
d iſpute about it. He has likewiſe given us Precedents 
in Scripture to perpetuate the memory of ſignal Mer. 
cies, by yeatly Solemnities or Feſtivals ; but becauſe 
theſe are not ſo particularly determined by Scripture 
as the other, you may obſerve how difficult tis for 
us, by Human Prudence, to agree in them: We ouglit 
therefore to be very Thankful to God for his patticu- 
lar directions afforded us in Scripture, and to ſtick to 
them as cloſe as we can. As for Example: God 
has not given us any Precedent of ' Verſes Halm or 
Hymn, in the New Teſtament, n 
ent, 


there, or by Trahſlation out of the Old Te 


in thoſe portions of the Old Teſtament Pfalrhs that 
are Quoted therein; but he has given us in the New 
Teſtament, poſitive Precedents of Proſe Pſalms and 
Hymns, both Original and Tranſlated: and this 
ought to teach us what ſort of Tranſlation is moſt 
proper to be offer d to God in his Praiſes. God has 
given us Examples of Sdlemn Adorations in his Wor- 
ſhip, of Kneeling, Bowing, and Standing before him; 
and this alone is ſufficient to bring you and us to uni- 
formity in this point. p 4955 43 17 t ans 

And the like may be ſaid of all thoſe Inſtantes 1 


have given you in my Beck z where I have laid 


down the particular Rules and Directions God has 
given us for performing the ſeveral parts of his Wor- 
ſhip : In all which the Letter of the Scripture is clearly 
on our ſide, and Mr. Be has not oppoſed Scri- 
pture to Seripture; but has declined the Literal ſenſe 
in many Caſes without reaſon, atid has preferred the 
determinations of Human Prudence in others, as be- 
ing more for Eaification than the Scripture Examples; 
as is manifeſt in your manner of Singing Plalms, and 
many other particulars. © But I remember the Apo- 
ſtles Rule, 1 Cor. 1. 25. The fooliſhneſs of God is wi- 
ſer than Men; the meaneſt Example or 2 

5 ri- 


* 


Scripture, is to me more concluſive it the, Worſhip 
of God, than che moſt wile Determination of. Aman 
mene 10-5166) e 25 
And. therefore I conclude that we cannot have a 
more clear or certain Rule, or more likely to unite us 
in God's Service, than what I have laid down in my . 
Bock; and & intreat you again to compare your, Wor- 
ſhip with ic; and to reform thoſe things that axe 
not contained in Scripture or warranted by 5 | 
of Holy Men in it, or may not he deduced hy clear 

+ conſequence or parity of reaſon from them. This 
Rule is plain enough to any capacity; and to go a- 
bout to explain it, will only. as Mr. Boy/ſe has done, 
make it obſcure and uncefta in. it 27 
II. aBut adh, Mr. Boyſe! endeavours. to perſwade 
you, That the greateſt Exception you have againſt 
joining dvith-cus,7:1s not the matter of our publick o- 
disaryiατπ n]... ib 
Hence in his Preface, he tells you, that I have 
talen te greateſt pains to maintain the beſt Fortified paris 
of oui Churches conſtitution, and left the Feeble un- 
guarded; and p. 169. he ſays, That I take no notice 


- 


of /rnan'iInventions in the Diſcipline of the Church, 


"sbont which, he alledges, - That I know the Conteſt he- 


wand upon this he proceeds, and makes many propo- 
ſals or demands. 18 

But I deſire you to obſerve, Firſt, That my Di- 
ſcourſe was concerning the Im ent ions of Men in tbe 


Worſhip of God; and it is a Subject large enough, and 


to handle it well, and in ſuch a Method as may help 
the Reader to have a clear underſtanding of it, is an 
uſeful} work; and ſufficient for one Diſcourſe: and 


for Mr. Boyſe to tax me for not writing another on 


'the- Inventions of Men in the Diſcipline of the Church, 
is very unreaſonable. He is not pleaſed that I wrote 
this, and yet he would have had me write another on 


+ 
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ſelf if ever I ſhould write on that Subject, you would 

de leſs plea ed with my periotmance than in this: 
fince I muſt look on the general frame of your whole 
Conſtitution ( at leaſt ſo far as its conformable to 
thoſe Heads of Azreen:ent that Mr Boyſe owns.) to be 

' a meer Human Creature, withoi.t Warrant from Scri- 

- pture, or any ſufficient Foundation to oblige Men to 

- ſubmit to diſcipline.” | LH 1.7 i MEWS tea 

2 But Secondly, when a Man defires to ſhift his 
ground, tis a preſu;ption that he apprehends him- 

- ſelf under ſome diſadvantage in it. And if there 

- were not ſomething of this natuie, Mr. 8jſe had not 

- nceded to. propoſe enlarging cr multiplying the mat - 
ters in Controverſie. Tis reckon'd a wiſe contri- 
vance in or Common Law, that it allows not of a 
don ble Plea, bt ob iges the Defendant to ſtick to ore 

* thing only, as the moſt effectual means to bring the 
difference between the Parties to a Concluſion; I 
have reaſon therefore to do the fame, and to de- 
cline any further entting into Conttoverſie, till this | 
of Worſhip be driven as far as it can; As I think 
-It is in ſeveral Points, by Mr. Boyſe's own Confeſſion, 

ho doth not ſo much as Attempt to juſtiſie your 

- faring at your Prayers and I hankſgivings, or your 

- not ſignifying your Pablick Conſent co them by 
your Amen. It is much the ſame as to your manner 
and frequency of communion; a: d. your not uſi 
"the Lord's. Prayer, and your way of ſirging Pſalms, 

which is acknowledged to be Un Scriptutal, and in 

ſeveral other Inſtances: Therefore let theſe be 

3 | ' Reformed firſt, and then it will te proper to cocſider 


- 
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N 5 8 3dly, Our Conſtitution and Diſcipline are certain 

1 | and determined, being laid down in our publick Au- 
12 thentick Records, by which we are obliged to be 5 
. Judged, Bat there is no ſuch Scttlement of your 


Conſtitution or Rules of Diſcipline ; you have a Con- 
feſſioa for your Faith, and a Directory for your Wor- 
ks ſhip: 


AM. & £ —— 2 93 i 4 
— — 8 * „ . me r 0 ” - bod 


L 4 . Al p : = . N N — | 4 * * os ks ,. 4 * +0" 2 "7 
n 8 ²˙ nn. AS Wàꝛ2aꝛs ju 1 1 
* 8 * an) ti of , * 24,5 — 4 —_—_— 1 2 — 1 "i p : » & : * 
r x G r 


to ibe Diſſenters. 37 


ſhip: and we can compare them with curs, and 
judge which are moſt agreeable to the Scripture, and 
therefore it is a proper Work for a Fiſhop ot 
the Church to examine them by that Rule. But 

JI know of no Authentick Declaration conee raing your 
Conſtitution of Gov&rnment or Diſciplire. F | 
fals were indeed made by the Aſembiy of Divines to 
that purpoſe 3 but rp the Parliament, and 
many of your Party, and d on as inconſiſtent 
with the Laws of the Kingdom, and Liberty of the 
Subject; and therefore till it te agreed among you, 
and declar'd in ſome Authentick way, what your 
Diſcipline and Conſtitution-+is, and by what Kulcs 
you proceed in your Judicatcries, I think it very 


. unneceſſary to di pute Vith any Perſon in his private 


Capacity, what'his Sentiments are as to theſe Points, 
and eſpecially finc: I believe Mr, Boyje's Senſe of thefe 
things is much different from yours, both as to the 
Officers, Rules, and Manner of proceeding in your 
3 inſomuch as you are not yet agreed who 
all have the full Power of the Keys, whether a ſiu- 
gle Congregation or a Presbytery. 
gthly, The Worſhip of God, is the grear and imme- 
diate Buſineſs of the Church, ard for the die perfor- 


mance thereof, Officers are appointed chiefly, and 
Aſſemblies held: whereas Diſcipline is but a Hand- 


maid to it, and deſigned to keep it pure, Ard there- 
fore tlie difference in Diſcipline ovg!.t to make no ſe- 


| Piration from our Afembiies, as long as that Har- 


ſbip is performed according to the appointment of 
God, as to the Matter and Manner of it. | 
There were great Defetts and Diſorders in the Di- 
ſcipline of the Church of Coriath; yet the Apoſtle 
doth not adviſe the Sound Part to hold Meetings ſe- 
parate from the other: And therefore, before any 
defe Qs in Piſcipl ne be obj. ted to us, Tome Prece- 
dent or Command in Scripture ought to have been 
produced, Warranting on the accoupt of W 


Po" — 
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the gathering a Congregation of one Party of Chri- 


ſtians in the ſame place, diſtinct and ſeparate from 
others, who worſhip God in true Faith and Holineſs, 
and in a way'Warranted by the Holy Scriptures; 
and if there be no Command or Precedent in Seri- 
pture for any ſuch Practice as this, I think it is evident 
that you ought not, on the account of the defects of 


Diſcipline (which when all is done are for the greats 


eſt part pretended, not real) abſent your ſelves from 
our Aſſemblies for Worjhip, eſpecially when you have 
none elſe to go to on the Lord's-day. x. 
And this will appear yet more reaſonable, when 

you conſider thoſe Demands in particular, which 
Mr. Boyſe has made to us concerning Diſcipline in his 
Appendix; none of which, if they were as he repre- 
ſents them (as they are really far otherwiſe ) ought 
to hinder your joining in our Worſhip,” which they 
do not concern or effect. I will only give you two 
or three Examples in the mcſt material of them. 
The firſt concerns the difference of Biſhops and Prieſts 
whether they differ in Degree or Order, May 50 
we Receive .the Lord's - Supper together, tho' the 
Popiſh- Schoolmen, to advance the Pope's Power and 
depreſs Biſhops, held that a Biſhop and Prieſt differed 
only in Degree, not in Order A Queſtion I per- 


ſuade my felf few of you will underſtand.” and has 


no relation to that Sacrament; ſince (however it 
be) both Biſhops and Prieſts have Power given them 
to Admiuifter it. 890: er e 7? 

The like may be obſerv'd of the 57. Demand; Judge 
your ſelves whether it any ways interferes with our 
going into the Houſe of God as Friends; that our Church 
allows a more poſitive Abſolution to à Sick Man on 
his ſubmitting himſelf to the Cenſure and Judgment. 
of a Miniſter, by an humble 'Confeffion of ſome ſes 
cret Sins that torment his ' Conſcience, than in other 
cales; and yet this is one thing 'Mr."Boyſe offers as 4 
Bar to your Union with us in his 5th, Demand. 0 i 
Bi S e 
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The ſame may be ſaid cr the 7th, that concerns the 
Examination of Miniſters to be Ordained; ſince it 
no ways hinders a Man's comfortable living under 
the Miniſiry of his Spiritual Guide, if he be really 
'blameleſs (as I hope thoſe in this Dioceſe are) that 
our Canons are not very ſtrict in the point of Ordi - 
nation, as long as they are as ſtri& as the Apoſtles 
1 Tim. 3. And indeed to ſuch a degree, that ſome 
who have been found unqualified' and inſufficient for 
Learning by them, are received as Preache:s amongſt 


ou, after being rejected by us. Of which | have one. 


otorious Example ſince I came to this Dioceſe. 

The like may be obſerved in the 11th, Demand, 
that concerneth the Peoples Intereſt in chuſing their 
Miniſter; which can no ways excuſe your abſenting 

our ſelves from our Worſhip, or re fuſing our Mini- 
ry, as long as our Miniſters are good Men and fit 
for their Office: nay, much better and fitter, by the 
confeſſion of ſome of your ſelves, than thoſe for 


whom ſome Pariſhes in this Dioceſe have Petitio- 


ned, when Vacancies hapned. As appears in three or 
four Inſtances fince I came to it. 

I cannot ſee to what good purpoſe the propoſing 
theſe can ſerve, or why they ſhould be debated on 
this occaſion. Government and Diſcipline are very 
intricate things in themſelyes, and few of you are 
capable of determining the Queſtions relating to 


them; but the Rules relating to Wirſhip are plain, 


and you are indiſperfibly required to Worſhip God, 
tho many things in the Government of the Church 
ſhould be amiG, and it ſhould be beyond your power 
to help them. 

5. Laſtly, I can by no means allow that Mr. Boyſe 
had any reaſon to make ſuch Demands as theſe, or 
to expect any anſwer to them. All the occation he 
pretends for them, is, becauſe I made iome requeſts 
to your Miniſters in the Concluſion of my diſcourſe; 


one of which concerned the Exerciſe of your Diſct- 
8 F pline 
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38 An Adntonition 
pline, that it might be with leſs offence to us, and 
advantage to our common Chriſtianity ; and from 
thence he concludes that I cannot take it ill if ug 
( ſaith he, 7. 170.) «ſe the like freedom, in offering 
nith all Humility the following requeſis, . But that the 
Caſe, is no ways the ſame, nor the requeſts equal, 
wil app ar if you confider, Firſt, The Perſons con- 
cerned. in them; Secondly, The Things demanded ; 
And Thirdly, The manrer cf propoſig them. 
1. As to the Perſors concerned, I n. ay put you in 
mind, that the Laws of the Kingdom, and of the 
Eſta':liſhed Church, have Conſticured me B:ſhop of 
this Dioceſe; Ard tho you do not own my Autho- 
rity, as duly reccived from Chriſt, yet I ny ſelf am 
perſuaded it is ſo; and that the duty I lie under 
trom my Conſ-cration Vow, obliges me to watch o- 
ver, and to endeavour to inſtruct and advite you out 
of the Holy Scriptures. But Mr. Boyſe has no ſuch 
relation to thoſe he takes on him to adviſe. He has 
yet owned no proper Church beyond his ſingle Con- 
gregation ; He has owned no Eccleſiaſtical Judica- 
ture cn Earth, to whom he and his Congregation 
are accountable by the Laws of Chriſt. He can 
claim no Authority over any other Congregation 
than his own; or challenge ſo much as to be a Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt to any other, if they pleaſe to que- 
ſtion it, without a new Ordination, as appears, 
trom thoſe Heads of Agreement ( Chap. II. Sect. 6.) 
produced by limſelf. + Now if there were no more, 
this makes a very manifeſt difference in our Caſes, 
But it you further conſider to whom his demands are 
made, it will appear yet greater. I only addreſſed 
my ſelf to thoſe of your Miniſters that are in this 
D10.eſe, ard defigied my Book ſhould go no far- 
ther. But Mr. Byſ* propoſes his to the whole con- 
tormable Cl.rgy 3 Nay, to the King and Parlia- 
ment, and to the whole Lai y of E:gland ard lie- 
land, and this ke doth in the name of yeur whole 
| Party 
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Party, as if he were your Repreſentative: From 
— you may ſee what à Figure he takes to him- 
2. But Second ly, There is as great a differente in 
the things demanded, as in the Perſons concerned. My 
requeſts were only in ſuch things as I ſuppoſed in- 
offenſive 3 in which we really agreed, and were in 
your own Power to grant me, without alter:ng any 
thing either in y our Conſtitution or Principles. 
And in theſe I had reaſon to hope for your Compli- 
ance : And do yet more than hope for it. But ſeve- 


ral of the things which Mr. Boe requeſts, concern 


Temporal Matters, ſuch as were in the Power only 
of King and Parliament; Others are ſuch as we 
think very unreaſonable to be asked; And others 
are founded on moſt unjuſt Repreſenrations of our 
Practices and Principles; which it truly Repreſen- 
ted need no Reformation; as may appcar ſrom his 
adding to, and taking from our 3 and 4 Canons, 
p. 179. And may further appear in the 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 
8, 11,12, 13 Requeſts. From all which it would 
feem that theſe Requeſts were rather made to amuſe 
you, than that he could ſeriouſly expect we ſhould 
regard them. | 

3. And indeed as the Perſons and Matters are ve- 
ry different, ſo the way of propoſing them is no leſs 
contrary to that uſed by me. Ey his own Confeſſion 
I gave no ill Language, I charged you with nothing 
that was ſo much as doubtful; but if you pleaſe to 
read over his Requeſts, I dare leave it to your own 
judgment whether he has obſerved the ſame temper. 
He is not content to oy our Church with many 
groundleſs Imputations, but he expoſes the King- 
dom and Proteſtant Inhabitants of it, as again over- 
ſpread with Swearing, Profanation of the Lord's-day, 
Uncleanneſs, Pride, Luxury, c. (p. 182. ) an Im- 
putation that I can by no means allow to be general; 
There being I am . by the 9 
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God, a manifeſt abatement of theſe in this Dioceſ 
But however the Matter be. to make ſuch Demands 


as theſe in rint, thich perhaps one in a thouſand 
of thoſe that are concerned in them ſhall never ſce, 
may ſerve to furniſh our common Acverlaries with 
Arguments againſt You arid Us: and may exaſperate 
and furn ſh you with Objections againſt unit ng with 
us; but can never ſerve to amend what might be re- 
ally amiſs in your piactice; which I am ſurę was the 


_ deſign of wiiat I wrote:* And I hope 'twill appear 


that it uas ſo, to every one that will ſeriouſly review 
my Addreſs to your Miviſters | | 

III. The Third Aliegation uſed by Mr. Boyſe to 
take off the force of my Book, is, That I have omit- 
ted to handle that part of our Worſhip againſt which 
you have greateſt Exception. Thus p. 163. he taxes 
me, Ibat I have omitted one material part of Divine 
Worſhip, about the manner of performing which, the con. 
zeſt between the Eſtabliſhed Church and Diſſenters does 
moſt dirctHy concern this charge of Human Inventions — 
VIZ. Baptiſm. This he imputes to want of Candour 
and Ingenuity; and gives me many hard words about 
it; and more particularly inſiſts on the S gn of the 
Croſs, which he intimates that I did not mention be- 
cauſe I could not defend it. 

This then I ſuppoſe is one of the moſt feeble Places of 


our Church-Service that I have left unguarded. I moſt 


heartily wiſh that all our differences were reduced 
to this one; and that you could as eaſily clear your 
felves from introducing the Invenii:ns of Men into 
the Service of God, as we can clear our ſelves in this 
particular. And to convince you that I am in earneſt, 
Iwill give you a ſhort Account of my thoughts of 
it, by which you may know what credit Mr.  Boyſe's 
Conjectures concerning me, ought to have with you. 

Firſt therefore I will ſhew you why I omitted this 


- part of God's Service in my Book. Secondly, That: 


Mr. Boyſe's Arguments againſt the Croſs in Baptiſm 
3 are 
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(RMS: are of no force. Thirdly, That the uſe of the Croſsz 
dy in Baptiſm 1s Warranted by the Holy Scriptures 
ad 1. Firſt then I omitted this part of Worſhip, | bes 
{ cauſe it was Occoftonal not Ordinary. In my Intras 
th con, N. 5. 1 engaged only to confider the 0: dinayy 
te Service of God; ard the main ſub/!artial Parts thercof, 
th I was ſenſible that you were obliged to Wo: ſhip God 
e: Publickly every Lord's-day, and are antwerabie for 
3 your neglect if you do not when You ma ; and there 
ar fore judged it of great moment to clear fron. Execp- 
WW tions thoſe parts of our Worſhip" in «hich you are 

| obliged to join with us on thoſe days, but you ave 
to - nt that ſame conſtant nheceſſity to joiu in Barnfy 3 
t- and your Exceptions age ir ſt it could be no juſt Rea- 
ch ſon to hinder your Attendarce in other Ord vary , 
es Parts of Worſnip which you might: very well doi 
ne tho' you ſcrupled Baptizing your Chileren wich te 
n. Sign of the Croſs:  Eſpeciully ſince in cate of neceſi 
es ſity our Church had allowed you'Baptitin tor them 


— without it, or Gadfathers, as appears in cur Office 
ur for private Baptiim. ban git T dag 10 
I 2. I found the defects and additions of your Di 
he rectory ſo very great in this Office of 74 priſm; hat 1 
e- thought they deſerved a Diſcourſe by themiclves, and 
am ſtill of the ſame Opinion. r $44 
of Firſt, There is no expreſs Covenant ordered i 


ſt your Directory, to be made in the Name f the 

d Child Baptiſed, either b the Parent or any elſe, rho? 

ar there be no othe known «ay o; engaging a Child, 

0 that cannot Covenant tor it ſelf. | Secon , here is 

w no profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith equi d in the 

. Directory from tie Pe rent or Offeret ut an Ch id. 

f Thirdly, There is no ſolemn Recognicio of the 

8 Vow of Baptiſm require | fiom be: ſons Baptized in 

1. their Infancy, wheu t ey come to u de ſt nu their 0 

15 Duty, as it 1; in Con, mation with us Fourth'y, The 

it Expreis words of the C v nant a e not p eſeribed out b 
n of the Word of God, but it is lett to the _— | 4 
2 4 
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12 An Adnonition 
of every Miniſter to impoſe what he will on the Bap 
{4 tiſed; and ſome have been very indiſcreet in this 
M point, impoſing the ſolemn League and Covenant on 
pPerſons that brought Children to be Baptiled, or elſe 
refuſing them Bapti in: all which are obſerved by Mr. 
Baxter, an eminent Manof your Party, many years 
ago in his Infant Baptiſm, Ch, 6. Obj. 1. where he com- \ 
plains that they were taken away from you when you 
were in actual Poſſeſſion of them; for the Subſtance of 
theſe ( ſaith he) was in the Common. Prazer :' and he 
gives us to underſtand with regret that theſe plain Du- 
ties were wiped out, and the Directory made more defe- 
eve than the Common-Prajer in this point. 
And beſides theſe defects in matters of ſo high mo- 
ment as the Covenant of Cod, there ate ſeveral addi- 
tional Conditions required by your Directory, con- 
trary to Scripture Precedents; ſuch as ( in Mr. Boyſe's 
Phraſe may be reckoned ) Stated Appendages of this 
Sacrament ; for it is ordered, that Baptiſm is not 
to be Adminiſtred in private places, but in the place 
of publick Worſhip, and in the face of the Congre- 
gation. 'A Rule directly contrary to Scripture Fre- 
cedents; and by which many that have had a juſt Ti: 
ge to Baptiſm, and ſome that have been very deſirous 
of it, without any fault of their own, have been de- 
nied the benefit of it. Chriſt commands us to Teach 
all Nations,  Baptifing them, Oc. and Re that repents 
and believes is Entitled: to Baptiſm, whatever his cir- 
cumſtances are; but tho' a Man do both theſe, and 
profeſs them in the moſt hearty manner, yet if he be 
not able to go to a publick place of Worſhip, or can- 
not precure a- Congregation to be preſent, he ſhall 
die without this Sacrament, meerly on the account 
. of this rigid cexemoniouſneſs of the Di ectory; and 
. many Children have thus died; which in this point 
4 is literally that Sin our Saviour taxeth, Mark 7. 13. 
. Making the Wird-of Cad of none effe through your tra- 
f oh Ait ions. in *t | 4 A 
* 15 | | I might. 
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" Thing of a Sacramert in its 


_ . 1 might Inſtance in ſome other things as material 
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as thefe, but I hope this may be ſufficient to convin 

you that it was not for want of matter of exception, 
that I deferied imparting my thoughts to you on this 
part of Gods Worſhip, and indeed I am afraid that 


now they may not reliſh well with you; but I defire 


you to conſider that I have becn forced to do it in my 
own Juſtification. 25 Aa 

II. I am now in the Second place to ſhew you that 
Mr, Boyſe's Arguments againſt the Croſs in Baptiſa 

are cf no force. His great Objection againſt it, i 
That we make it 4 New Human Sacrament, and then 
it muſt be a Human T,vention; and he owns that ge- 
nerally all Diſſenters have agreed to condemn it on 
this account as unlawful, but I doubt not to make 


it appear that we aſcribe nothing of a Sacramental 


nature to it; and that it is a great Injuſtice to alledge 
(as he doth ) that we Teach otherwiſe. I am the 
more willing to handle this Subject, becauſe I find 
many of jou ill Inſtructed in the nature of Sacra» 
ments, and hope what I ſay may be uſeful to you. 

I defire you therefore to conſider that there are 
Three | things receflary to make up a Sacrament. 


Fiſt, An Outward Viſible Sign inſtituted by God, ſini- 


ug ſome Spiritual Grace or Benefit which we expect 


- from bim. adly, An Obligation on God by ſome pro- 


miſe of his, to grant us that Spiritual Grace or Benefit 
nhen we duly uſe the viſible Sign. 3dly, Our uſe of 
this outward Sign: For from the other two it follows as 
a Conſequence, that if we wilfully omit or neglcet the 
"uſe of that cutward or viſible Sign appointed by God, 
ne muſt not expect the Spiritual Grace or Benefit ſig- 
nified by it. : * 0 

I think it neceſſary to prove by Scripture, Firſt, 
That each of theſe belong to a Sacrament. And, 
2dly, To ſhew that ue aſciibe none of them to the 
Creſs in Baptiſm, and conſequently that it Fath no- 
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An Admonition 
The firſt Sacrament we find in Scripture is Circumei- 
Jon, inſtit ted by God, Gen. 17. 11. Ze ſhall circums 


*ciſe the fleſb of tbe foreskin, and it ſhall be a Token of 


the Covenant between me and yu. Here Circumcifing 
the fleſh of the foreshin is the outward and viſible Sign 
inſtituted by God; and the ſpiritual Grace or Be. 
refit is the Cor enant, whereof it is called a Toben; 
and hen it was duly obſerved, it laid an obligation 


on God to be a God to the Perſon ſo circumciſed, ac- 


cording to God's promile, v.). 1 w/ll eſtabliſh my co- 
wvenant betu een me and thee and thy ſeed after ther 
to be a God unto thee and thy ſeed after thee. And laſtly, 


F 


whpever wilfully refuſed or neglected this Sign, loſt the 


ſpiritual grace or benefit fignify'd by it. According to 
which we find in v. 14. and The uncircumciſed man-child 
whoſe fleſh of his foreshin is not circumciſed, that ſoul ſhall 
de cit off from his people, he hath broken my Covenant. The 
like is obſervable in the Inſtifution of the Paſſover, 
another Sacrament of the Old Teſtament. 

But v& are more eſpecially concerned in the Sa- 
#raments of the New. And therefore I will ſhew that 
theſe three things are to be found in each of them. 
Firſt in the Sacrament of the Zord's-Supper ; the Bread 
and Wire are appointed by Chriſt to ſignifie his Body 
and Blo:d: Here is the firſt thing; An outward and 
viſible Sign appointed by God to ſigniſie ſome Spiritual 
Grace or Benefit, 2d!y, The Bread and Wine are de- 


clared co Le The Communion of the Body and Blood of 


Chriſt, i Cor. 10. 16. The Cup of Bleſſing which we 
Bleſs, Is it not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? 
The Bread that we break, Is it not the Communion of 
the Body of Chriſt ? For we being many are one Bread 
and one Body, for we are all partakers of that One bread. 
Here is the Second thing required in a Sacrament, 
even an obligation on God when we duly uſe theſe 
outward Signs to communicate to us the Body and 
ood of Chrift, and make us one Body amongſt our 
ſelves. 34%, Whoever ne,ligently or wilfully omits 10 
uſe 
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ſerf theſe giant ouſt expiif ito loſe the Splritugl Grace 


or Benefit ſignified by them; that it is the Communiqg. of 
\Chrift's:Bady and Blood for he who wilfully or neg- 
Aigently omits Communicating in the Lord's-Supper 
4Shenohe» may have it, plainly betrays a defect in 
his Faith; ſince nothing can hinder us from feeding 
on the By and Blood of our Saviour in his Supper 
but want of Faith to feed on him in our Hearts, and 


therefore umen we wilfully neglect the uſe of theſe 


Figur, we mult not expect the Spiyilua Grace or Bene- 
Fit from Bod, that is, ibe Comminion of the Body and 
'Blood.of Giuiſt, which is the third thing required in 
1 Sacfament . Wige 
Iamaftaid ſew are truly convinced of this Truth, 
and yet till the generality be convinced of it, we 
Can never expect a conſtant Celebration of this Sa- 
crament from Miniſtors, or à conſtant Receiving 
cof it rom the People; nor will it be paſſibſe to 
re ſtore the Diſcipline of the Church to its vigor, 
till People apprehend the Danger of not Commu- 
nicating: for the Force of Diſcipline 3 
W on keeping mage Sinners from the Las- 
\Supper : The want of which. by this Doctrine, is fo 
penak that whoever ĩn earneſt believes it, will readir 
1y ſubmit to any terms: that are not direchly ſinful, 
rather than be debarred frem it. 
Baptiſm is the other Sacrament of the New Teſta- 


ment, which Chriſt Inftituted, Matihem 28. 19. Go 


ye" therefore and teach all Nations, Baptiſing them in the 
Num of the Father Son, und Holy Ghoſt. © The Spiri- 
tual Grace or Benefit of which is declared to us, 
Rom. 6. 4. We are buried with bim by. Baptiſm inta 
Drath; that like as Chtiſt ma raiſed fromthe dead 
y tbe glom of the Father, even ſa we alſo. ſpould walk 
is newneſs "of Life. 4 Death therefore uno Sin, 
and 4 nen Birth unto  Rightewſneſs is the Spirt- 
tual Grace or Benefit ſignified by the Out- 
ward Sign of Water, n Chriſt in 12 


as 


| believeth and is. 


An Adnonition 
tiſm: which is the firſt thing neceſſary to a Sacra - 
ment. 1 ; TALE ; R : N * 

2. Chriſt has 3 Mark 16. 16. That he that 

priſed ſhall be ſaved : Which is an 

Obligation on God by his promiſe, to give to thoſe 
who rightly uſe this Sin the Spiritual Grace or Bene. 
fit ſignified by it ; which is the ſecond thing requiſite 
in a Sacrament. ; a er 

3. The wilful neglect or refuſal of this Sacrament 
is damrable, and depriveth the obſlinate reſuſer of 
the Spiritual Benefit ſignified in it; according to 
Fohn 3. 5. Except 4 Man be born of Water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 
Which is the third thing we find requiſite in a Sa. 
n é -b. nnn bas 

Let us now in the Second Place ſee whether our 
Church aſcribes any of theſe to the Croſs in Baptiſm; 
for if ue do not, it is a great miſcepreſentation to 
ſay as Mr. Boyſe doth, p. 164. That there wants na- 
thing but Divine Inſtitution to make it at much a Sacra» 
ment as Baptiſm it ſelf. „ Sein 
Firſt then, we do not Teach that the Sign of rhe 


Croſs was TInftituted by God to ſignifie any Spiritual 


Grace or Benefit we expect from him. On the con- 


trary it ſignifies only the Nuty we owe to: God. It 


is not uſed to ſignifie any Grace or Benefit communi- 
cated from God to us, as Signs do in Sacraments; but 
only to fignifie the retutn we ought to make to God 
for the Benefits he has vouchſated us in Baptiſm 
That is, Not to bs aſhamed of Gbrift Crucified;. bat 
manfully to Fight wider his Banner, ard continue his. Sol- 


diers and Seruan t. 


The firſt Thing therefore neceſſary to the nature 
of a Sacrament is altogether wanting to the Sign af 
the Croſs. And it was incumbent on Mr. Boyſe to ſhew 
us what Spiritual Grace or Benefit from God this Sign 
ſignified with us, before he affirmed it to want no- 
thing to make it a Sacrament, as much = 
ORE AY * he or 
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1 For ſince. Bajtiſm ſignifies, A death unto Sing and a 
5 new birth $6 Rigbreouſne ſe, which are Spiritual Graces. 
Jat we expect immediately from God, he o ght to have 
in * | © ſhewd ſome ſuch Spiritual Graces or Benefits which 
fe we imply the Croſs to ſignifie, or elſe it plainly 
. wants this part ot the nature of a Sacrament. | 
lte © ; But ;econdly, The ſecond part is as much want» - 
ing. Our Church. never aach that God was oblÞ 
nt | ged by any. promiſe; or that we ought to expect on 
of our due uſe of the Sian of the Croſs, that God would 
to grant ub any: greater ge by it. On the contrary, - 
he Ve unanimouſly Teach that the Croſs. is not uſed to 
5 ſigniſie any Spiritual Grace or Benefit ex pected from 
VS: God, but to profeſs and declare a duty of ours to 
9 him, even That we ought not to be aſhamed of hu Sue - 
ur rines. Our Church Teacheth us to expect, that where 
us as by Nature we ar: Children of Wrath, we ſhall in Bap- 
to | «iſm be made Children of God. And in the Sacrament 
9. of the Lord s. Supper, we are Taught to expect The 1 
4 ſtrengthning and refreſhing of our Souls by the Body and 
A Blood of Chrift, as our Bodies are by Bread and Wine: 
he But we are not Taught to expect any ſuch thing in 
al the uſe of the Sn f the Croſs, or that God has an- 
n- nexed any ſuch promiſe to ĩt: And therefore to al- 
It ledge that according to our Church there is nothing 
11 wantiog but Divine Inſtitutim to make the Sign of the 
at - Crofr, as much a Sacrament as, Bapriſm it ſelf, is a miſ- | 
2d repreſentation, without ground or colour. Let me * 
2 add, that this Obligation on God by promiſe, to 
at gfant us the Spiritual Grace or Benefit ſignified by it, 
. on our due uſe of the Sign, is the very thing thac 
x Conſtit.ites a_ Sacrament, and diſtinguiſnes it from 
— all other Signs; and this being wanting, tho' a gien, 
of had all other things like a Sacrament, yet it would be 
1 no more aSaerament, than an Image, that in every 
on thing elſe (except a Soul) were dike a Man would 
0. be a Man. * 1 ꝗ — * | 977 | 
af 1 G 2 2 But | . 
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48 h 
But Thirdly, As the Two Firft things neceſſary to | 
a Sicrament are wanting to it, according to out Po- 
afitie; ſo is the Third, ſince we do not Teach that 
the ' negleRing of omitting this Sign deprives us of 
any Sfiital Grate, If we wilfully negle& or refuſe 
Buptiſm tis 4 damnable Sin, and _deprives us of our 
Title to the Kingdom of Heaven: and the hke we. 
Leach concerning wilful negle@ of the Lordf's-Smr- | 
3 per, That it deprives us of the Nouriſhment which 
we ſhould derive from the participation of the Body | 
and Blood of Chriſt. | But we never Taughit any 
ſuch thing concerning the Sign of the Croſs. ' Neither 
cum any ſuch thing be ſhewed in our Articles, Canons, 
or Offices 3 on the contrary, the 3oth Canon 1 
Teaches, That the Sign of the Griſs, uſed after Bap- 
tiſm, addeth nothing to the Vertue or perfection 
thereof: Nor if it be omitted, doth it take any thing 
from the ſubſtance or efficacy thereof. And ac- F 
cordingly when omitted in private Baptiſm by Or- 
der of the Church, *tis declared that in that caſe 
all is well done, and according to due Order concerning | 
Baptiſing the Child. I conelude therefore, directly 
contrary to what Mr. Beyſe alledges, That tefrdes Di- 
vine Inſtitution, every thing is wanting to make the Siga | 


of the Croſs a Sacrament; that is proper to Baptiſin or 
any other Sacrament : And I muſt-profeſs that I find as 
little ſtrength in this Argument againſt the Crofs as jn 
any that Mr. Boyſe has produced on the other Heads: 
asd the whole Force of it ſeenis to me to proceed 
from two Miſtakes concerning the Nature of . 
craments, Fiſt, As if they were Signs from, us 
to God, and not wholly from God to us. And Se- 
condly, As if we were to learn the Nature of Sacra. 
ments from the Schools, and the partial Definitions 
* of intereſted Diſputants, and not from the Holy Scri- / 
ptores only. Hence he has not given us ohe pface of 
Scripture to prove his imperfect account of 4 Scra- 
ment, (p. 464.) But inſtead thereof tells us of the 


to be Diſſenters. 
erf, being ſer up w repreſent” Chriſt c ie i fed. * 
being broughr* under ſolemn Ohne th confeſs 


Nature of a Stef tent, F woplt have you better cons 
ſider for whit à Sacrament is intended, than that 

u ſhou'd be led to uſe theſt a the * Def 
it: If we keep to the Holy 8 ad 
the Wor one Moreaf, as I have lac the them hn dow 
ſhall fave 2 much better üderftanding of its Na: 
ture, 

It. But to proceed in the Third place, I ſay wat 
the uſe of the Croſs in Baptiſm in Warranted by Scriprite, 
2 here J muſt defire leave to be ſomething la 

particular, that I may explain this Point to ordi- 
nary e And in order to enable you to judge 
I defire you to conſider; 

r. That we hs obliged to expreſs the inward Re- 
verence and Senſe of our Minds concerning God, 
by ſome our means; © whereby we may Re 
and increaſe that Senſe in our ſelyes, and 
appear to others what we think of God Holy 
Things.” Thus we are obliged to expres dur Senſe 
of God's Extellencies, by Praiſes ;* bur Senſe of our 
Dependante on him, by Confeſſhn of bs Power and 
Prayers ; our Senſe of having Offended him by Confeſſrow 


of eur Sins, and our Nplern of amenument by Fro- 


miſes and Vows, © 
2. The Scriptures command us t expreſs thefe in · 


wurd Thopghts and Senſe of our Minds, by 4ionr, ” 


as well as by Words.. Thus we express the ubm 9 

of out Minds, by Adoration; our Humility 

— by Kneeling or Froſtratim, Kc. Which 2 
he Se tures have as müch Warranted, in our 
Addreſſed to God, as they have Words, and generally 

Coedking. they are” rather more effectual an Sincere 

9 of the Senſe of our Lead than Words... 


pits he 
_ Faind f Cbriſt, and of Mora) T aſnalty aſcribed t 
thi Ceremiony. * Al which Have Httle to do with t 
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3. The Scriptures teach us to Expreſs our Thoughts 
and Senſe of our Minds, in ſuch Words and Actions 
a5 on other ſerious Occaſions ſerve to expreſs the 
like Senſe and Diſpoſitions of Mind: So that we 
are not to invent rew Words or Actions to ſignifie 
our Submiſſion or Thankfulneſs, c. to God, * but 
we are to. uſe ſuch as. the general Cuſtom of our 
Country have made ſignificant in the like Caſes; for 
by uſing them, our Neighbours will beſt underſtand 
us, and we our ſelves will be moſt likely to be ſtirred 
up by them, | * 
Tpat it is our Puty to uſe theſe Actions in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, will appear ſrom the whole Tenour of 
the Scriptures: Thus, becauſe bowing the Bod) in all 
places of the World argues Reſpe#, therefore the 
Scriptures warrant our bowing when we come into 
God's Preſence : Thus, becauſe, by the general Cu- 
ſtom of the World, Kneeling is a Token of humbly 
Supplicating thoſe to whom we Knee]; therefore in 
our Confeſſions and humbleſt Addreffes to God the 
Scriptures preſcribe to us to Knee] 3 Thus, becauſe. 
Servants ſtand when they attend their Maſters, the 
fore in our Praiſes and in ſome other Services we pay 
to God, the Scriptures Warrant us to fand. Thus, 
becauſe in the Eaſtern Countries thoſe that came into 
the Courts of Princes, put off their Shoes out of 
neatneſs or reſpect, therefore God ſometime required 
his Worſhippers to approach his Preſence in the like 
manner. Thus, becauſe it was the Cuſtom for Ma- 
ſters to give their Servants a new. Name, at their 
admiſſion into their Families, thereſore God gave 
Abraham a new Name, at his admitting, him co his 
peculiar Service; and hence came the Cuſtom of 
giving a Name at Circumcifion. This it was the 
Cuſtom of the World to expreſs a Senſe of deep 
Sorrow by Faſting, lying on the Ground, covering 
themſelves with Sackcloth, Renting their Garments, 
and Beating their Eodies; and hence we find Holy 
— | . Men 


\ 
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Men uſirg all theſe to expreſs their Sorrow for 


their Sins. Thus, they exprefled their Religious as 
well as Civil Foy, by Singing, Feaſting, Dancing, 


ſending Portions to their Friends, by White Gar- 


ments, and more than Ordinaty Neatneſs in their 


Dress. And of this Nature there are many other 


Inſtances, which fully ſnew us, That the - Scriptures 
warrant us to make uſe of ſuch fit Actions to expreſs 


pur Thoughts and Senſe of Religious, Things, as 
the Cuſtom; of each Country has made proper and 
ſignificant to expreſs the Paſſions. of our Minds on 


other Occaſions; and do no more bind us to the 
1 Actions of Holy Men mentioned there- 
In, 


if they have Joſt their Signiſicancy, than 

bind us 18 their Words, which we do not — 
ſtand. This appears from many Inſtances of Seri 

ure-Aclions now diſus'd by us, and of others 
brouglit into uſe, Particulatly, that of Uncovering 
the Head; an Action never us'd in Scripture as, 8 
Sign of Reyetence, yet lawfuy us d by w 
(trom the forementioned imply d Rule of Sori- 
pture) becauſe Cuſtom has given it a general Sigui- 

cation ot-Reſpett 1 fk i gong d. 
4. Glozying in the Sufferings. of \Cbriſt, and profeſ 
ſing our ſelves ready to follow him, even to. the 
moſt ignominious Death on the Croſs, is a Duty in- 
cumbent on us by the Scripture, Gal. 6. 14. God 
forbid I ſbould Glory ſave in he Croſs of our Lord, Jeſus 
Chriſt, therefore we ought; to expreſs this Duty, a 
Glory in it, by ſuch. outward Means as are moſ 
proper, and do moſt effectually and generally Sig- 
nifie it. And ſince by univerſal Cuſtom there are 
Actions as well as Words that ſignitie this our Glory- 
ing in the Croſs of Chriſt, Seripture Precedents warrant 
and oblige us to uſe both. PG, nn Un 
J. Making the Sign of the Croſs, is an Action which 
Unzverſal Cuſtom in all Ages and Churches ſince 
the Apoſiles time till the Reformation, have apply'd 


5 * An Admbnition 


10 Ngnifie your GI ming in the guffrines of Ciriſt, 
ane under ſteod by all thoſe that have heard of 
Chriſtianity, tho uemics to it, to have this Signifi- 
"cation." Thercterenth? Scriptures: warratit the uſe 
4"6F:it to this Pufpoſe;: as much as ſtanding. uncovered © 
In token of Feverence at our Prayers, and tlie 
Fetiptures themſt lves have given the [occaſion and 
gromd and Warrant for this ſignification of the 
Eroſs, by expreſſing our Undertaking and owning 
the i Chriſtian-ReVgionby-the [phraſes of. — 
the Croſs, ' Math. 24.” If any Man wil come afy, 
wie, ler bim diny li mſelf and take up hi He and! fol. 
Io me; und) d Cor. I. 17. Preas bing the Cſs is 
. the Gospel: And in ſeveraſ other ces che 
We ef our * Religion, as Chriſtian, is Ggnified 
by tlie creſt: Therefore to ſięniſje our Profeſſing 
* Chriſt \Orucified, by muking the 8 
of ib Ereſt, has better Foundation in Scriprur 
and ig much more Walranted by univerſal Cuſtom 
chan uncbweving the #Hieud has to ſigniſie Nverence, f 
vVhich there is no Diſpute between us, but that it is 
agteèable. WS * AH 26 ue 1 6397 { SF. 
6. is very proper at Baptiſm 4qake a Profeſ: 
Bon bf our - Glo)ying in be Cioſt of C bviſt; becauſe 
we then ſolemnly! engage to abe it wy, that is (as 
before explained) to tie upon 45? his:whole Religl. 
on! To wake ſuch a Frofeſſion by HH, of this 
And. of all the Dutſes we then undertake, I think is 
ovwped ko be lawfiiiby all ; and we chink very requi- 
ſice; and accordingly fequire it from every one wha 
18 


; tiſed. . 4a N 07375 ien oh bas gong 
1 Add in the th Place; That it is not only wars 
rantable to do it by Words; but like wiſc by Actions. 
This muſt appeat reafonable to you} if you reflect on 
aur own Practice, in giving your Children Names 
t your Baptiſm; which; as 1 have- already ſhewed, 
figvifies your giving up their Names to Chriſt, and 
engaging them to be-Chrilt's Scryavts;' Tour Pay 
, there 
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therefore are a laſting Badge and Token to you 
through your whole Lives, ot your Dedications to 
Chrift's Service, and an Obligation on you to bes 


have your ſelves accordingly, yet this Significant 


Ceremony, added to Bap:tiſm, has nothing of 4 Sa- 


_, cramentin it, any more than I have ſhew'd the sign 
of the Croſs to haye 3 and both are equally warranted ' 
by Scripture. 


This you pup the rather to obſerve, becauſe 
the only Queſtion your Directory requires to be 
put to the Perſon that offers the Child to Bip- 
tiſm, is concerning the Name chere-f;- having 
left out thoſe Scripture Que ſtions that relate to the 
= and Obligations into which the Child is Bapti- 


F would defire you likewiſe to reflect on another 
Ceremony you have aided to the other Sacrament, I 
mean giving Tichets to ſuch as are to be admitted to 
the Lord's-Supper, upon offering of which they are 
admitted to that Privilege: In this Ceremony (for 
ſo. I muſt call it) there is an Outward and Viſible 
Sign, a Ticket. 20% An Inward and Spiritual Grace, 
your Aptitude and Title to the Lord's-Supper and 


| Communion of Saints, found on your Examina- 


tion when you rec ive the Ticket. 34% It is 2 
Badge and Token whereby Privileoged Members are 
diſtingviſhed trom thoſe that are without. Laſtly, 
It is a ſort f a _neceffary Term of Communion, ſince 
thoſe that neglect this Badge ſhall not be admitted 
to the Sacrament, yet I ſuppoſe an reckon this 
Badge or Sym>ol of Commvnton to be Warranted by 
the gereral Rules of Scripture, tho? it is plain there 
is no ſuch Gru und for it there, as for the uſe of the 
C7oſs. J But | 7 

* 8thly, We are not without Scripture-Precedents 
of ſignify ing the particular Obligations that lye on. 
us in che Sacraments, by A#ions as well as Words. 
Since our Saviour fignified on Humility and Love 
* We 
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we ought to bear towards one another by Waſhing. 


bis Diſcipies feet, at the Inſtitution of the Lord's 
Supper; and St. Peter, who refuſed this ſignificant, 
Ceremmy, was ſeverely threatned for it. Thus; 
dipping entirely under Water in Baptiſm, was a ſig- 
nificant Ceremony we find ſometimes uſed, as a 
Token of cur being buried with Chrift in Baptiſm 5 
to. which Signification the Apoſtle alludes, Rom. 6. 
4. Therefore we are buried. with him by Baptiſm into 
Death, And to the fame purpoſe, Col. 1. 12. 


There was another Ceremony of Baptiſm which 
confiſted in the Change of Cloaths; and this was 


likewiſe Significant, and the Apoſtle alludes to it, 
Gal. 3. 27. For as many of you as have been Baptiſed 
into Chriſt have put on Chriſt : And to the ſame al- 
lude thoſe Yhrafes of putiing off the Old Man, and 
putting on the New; as is confeſſed by the beſt 
Interpreters: And the Apoſtle uſeth them not 
only to ſigniſie the Duties and Obligations we 
undertake at Baptiſm, but likewiſe to ſtir us up to 
perform them. 3 1 

The like is obſervable in the Lord's - Supper; the 
E Duties of which are ſignified in Scripture 

y ſeveral Ceremonies annexed to the Celebration 
thereof. *Tis a ſpecial Duty to lay afide all Hatred, 
and to be in perfe& Charity with one another, 
when we come to that Sacrament; And this Duty 
was ſignified firft by an Holy Kiſs mentioned Rom. 16. 
16, and in ſeveral other Places of Scripture. And 
2dly, by Feaſts of Charity deſcribed, 1 Cor. 11. and 
mentioned Jude 12. both which continued many 
Years in the Church, as Tobens and Badges and Sni- 
bols of the Duty of Charity, which were profeſſed 
in that Sacrament: And yet none of all theſe partie 
_ cular Ceremonies can be term'd Sacraments ; from 
all which I conclude that it is as proper and as agrees 
able to Scripture to ſignifie our Obligation in Bap- 
tiſm, not to be aſhamed of Chriſt Crucified, by 9 
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the Sign of the Croſt, as it was to fignifie our Le | 
and Vnity by a Kiſs or a Feaſt; and by conſequence, 


rhat the uſe of the Croſs in Baptiſm is Warrarted by 
Scripture, ruth "> Fry | 
To Conclude, neither Scripture nor Reaſon hinder 
us from uſing ſuch Signs in Expreſſing or brofeſſing 
our Duty to God, as properly and by general Con- 
ſent fignifie it. On the contrary, they Warrant us to 
- uſe ſuch Signs as well as Words ; which Words are Srgns 
themſelves, made Significant only by Cuſtom ; where- 
as many Actions have the ground of their Significancy 
from Nature. 4 


But here we muſt take care not to inſtitute Sign 


to ſignifie and oblige God to confer his Fawurs or 
Grace on us: For that were to limit him; and 


tis only he, by his Inſtitution and Promiſe, can ſo 


oblige himſelf, The want of diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween theſe two ſort of Signs, ſcems to me to 
have occaſioned all thoſe Obje&ions againſt the Sign 
of 'the ' Croſs, which are commonly urged to us as if 
we made it a Sacrament. 


That which therefore was incymbent on 


r, Boyſe in this Point, was to prove by Scripture, 
Thar it is unlawful to ſiguiſie or expreſs the particu- 
lar Duties we undertahe in the Sacrament, by Actions 
that are by general Cuſtom expreſſive of thoſe Duries. 
Otherwiſe, to declare this to be unlawful, is 
the ſame Preſumption and Offence as to declare 
fome Meats unlawful; and is a certain Inſtance of 

out Teaching for Doctrine the Commandments of Men. 
or to fay an Aion is Uilawful that God has 
ot made ſo, is the ſame Preſumption and Of- 
fence. as to ſay certain Meats are Forbidden that 
are not: which is a thing ſeriouſly to be conſidered 
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bus much 1 have thought needful to lay before | 


ou concerning the Sign of the Croſs ; and I think is 
ficient to convince any unbyaſs'd Perſon, that you 
hes hs EY have 
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| haye no cauſe to ſeparate from our Worſhip on that 
1K k Account. f . 41 N 
* As for the reſt of Mr. Boyſe's Remarks, which 1 
\F have not here conſidered, I preſume none will ſus 
be ſpect that there is more Difficalty in them, than in 
1 | the Points I have already examined. But indeed I 
3 5 miſt declare that IJ have met with none among you 
i that ave alledged Mr. Boy/e's Reaſons for agſenting 
themſelves from our Publick Worſhip. And there- 
for: I cannot think it mate rial to go about to con- 
fute a Single Perſon and a Stranger: For ſhould I | 
confute his Principles, 8 you, for whoſc Satis- | 
faction only I: intend, this, would think your . lves 
unconcerned in the Diſpuie. Bur if I ſhall find that 


„ 2 ; his Objections have really moved Scruples in you, 

1 98 . and your Miniſters will give their full approbation 

_ + oO of his. Book, and manner of handling this Contro- 

Fa * | verſie, I ſhall then think my ſelf oblig'd to give | 
* you a juſt unt of the Whole, as I have here ; 

+ done of ſom: 


ne Parts of it; and particularly, of the 
| principal Matters of Facł contained in it: The Truth 
8 of which, if any perfiſt to queſtion, I ſhall then al- 
2X=# | ſo Publiſh the Vouchers and Authorities I have for |; 
3 them; which I am not willing to do, out of tender» 

neſs to you as well as on other Accounts till the laſf 

At preſent I muſt leave with you this Caption, as 

well in reſpect of Mr. Byyſe's Remarks, as of any d: 
5 ther Anſwer that may come out to my Book, that 
1 I do not think that cither you or I are concern d 
1 in Arguments that are not founded on a pr o E 

mo in any Anſwers to my Proofs that contradift the Let- 

a; © ter of the Holy Scriptures, -as moſt of Mr, Boyſe's. 
do; particularly ſuch as concern ſaying or ſingin, our 
Plalms, anſwering in our Prayers and Hymns; and 
joining our Vaices in our e and Addreſſes 
WIR: erna er 
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To conclude, I defire to deal with you as 
a True Paſtor, Admoniſhivg and Inſtructing you in 
the Spirit of ſeeknels; I geither have, nor can 
have any indirect or Worldly Ends, in telling! you 
theſe things; nor can you imagine that I either pro- 
poſe or deſign any Advantage to my ſelf by it, but 
only your Good. I need not ſeek to pleaſe, Menz 
„ neither it 1 deſigned it, wers this the way to attain 
it. Some Truths are very uneaſie, and 1 know that 
nothing can be more ungrateful to you, than to 
give you to underſtand that the Worſhip you ſup- 
poſe ſo.. pure and conformable to the Word of 
God - has no expreſs Warrant in Scripture for it, 
and that all thoſe things in our Worſhip that you 
have ſo long been born in Hand to be only I»- 
pentions of Men} are really the Dictates of God's Spi- 
rit in the Holy Scriptures. This I know tbuches 
ou very near; and conſidering all things I cannot 
Put thank you, and do thank you, for the Entertain- 
ment you have given my Bock; and I hope it will 
yet do more Good among you. I muſt again in- 

treat you to take my Addre ſſes to you in good part; 
and? not to be offended with me, becauſe I endea- 
vour to tell you the Truth. They that know me, 
will allow Plain-Dealing to be part of my Character. 
But remember that nothing is more apt to provoke 
Mankind than Truth; and if you meet with any 
Book, written in Anſwer to mine, that Diſcovers. 
the Writer to have been in a Paſſion when he wrote 
it, you may look on it as a probable Argument of 
'the Truth of what 1 have propoſed. And if upon 
reading what I have wrote, you find any Motion 


* 


within your ſelves towards Paſſion; conſider well, 


whether it proceed not from the ſame Cauſe; name- 
ly, my declaring the Truth to you. 
I muſt ſtand or fell to my greac Maſter, as to my 
Sincerity in ſtudying your Good; to him I am an- 
ſwerable for the diſcharge of my Office, and of thoſe 
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Obligations ber k. under which x lye The Con- 
{cence of this his put me Ht upon theſe Aadreſſes; : and 
I deſeectr dur good God, and the Father of our 
 _-_ eſus'Chrift, who 8 his Church with 

His: Blood, and promiſed his Spirit to his Diſciples 
Logue then into ry Fruth,” to 5 diſpoſe and prepare 
Te our Hearts for the: Reception thereof, and to The « 
1 N W to 190 * offered Jon out 
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